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fiat. Always go to someone who does
not know and he will show you how not
to do it. I am not willing to
press this motion against the Gov-
erment. If they say, "We will not
make an appointment under any ciream-
stanes/'" it is no use asking them
to do so. It was nmy ultimate object
that there should be utilised the prac-
tical knowledge of settlers and there are
any number of then who could be
selected, but another object was to draw
public atention to the whole matter. I
hare succeeded in doing that andL now
with the permission of the House, I
desire to withdraw the motion.

Motion 113 leave withdrawn.

Youve adjourned (it 9.237 p.m.

tcjisrantive ?eecrbip,
Tuesdlay, 19th October, 1915.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
p.m-~ and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
Ay the Premier: 1, Audit of necouil

oft tradin- eoncers-Report of Auditor
General. 2, Return (of ti'ansf4ers in. the
Edueation Department fromn 1st 'Novem-
her, 1914, to 1st Ma-rch. 19115 lordered on
motion 6y Ifr. Ileitmauna). 3 ., Returns of
the buines-s done in Western' Aus~tralia
byi the rarions life ass~qrnnce c-ompaniesq
operating herein.

By the Minister for Agriculture: Audit
of accounts of State Meat Stall.19

By Ron. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : 1, Report on the Charities De-
partment for the year ended 30th June,
1915. 2, Resolution (A) under the
Health Act, 1911-12, adopting model by-
laws, pavsed by the Corrigin and Menzies
Boads Boards. 3, Resolution (B) under
the Health Act, 1911-12, adopting modal
by-laws, p~assed by the Burtville Local
Board of Health. 4, By-law of the Mel-
ville Roadsg Board. 5, Amendment of
Regulations (Nos. 103 and( 96) of the
Fremnantle Harbour Trust.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Miessages from the Gover-nor received

and read notif'ving assent to the follow-
ing1 Bills-

1, Permanent lje~erve.
2. G4rain and Foodstuaff.
3,. Government Eleetric Works Act

Atnentint.
4, Roads Act 'Lmendment 'and Con-

tinutativo.

5, ('ottesloc Beach Rates Validation.
6S. lPostponement of Debt. Act Con-

till11ariee.

7, Marriage Acd Amendment.

QUESION-- ND1STH ESASSIST-
A' ti' HOARD. CONTROL.

Mr. THrOMSO\' asked tile 'Minister for
Ag'riculture: In the ease of farmers who,
having received advances linm the Indus-
tries Ass;istance 11o an bare repaid. all
such advan ucs,' do they §ill remain in
anyV way subject'to control by the board!~

The 'MINISTER *FOR hGRICUL-
TUBE repled: Section 14, Subsection
4B. provides that an applicant mhy at
anty time repay the whole of (he advance
made under th4e Thdustrie§ Assistance
A01. and should be do s, there would be
no surplus in t'he liands of the Colonial
Treasurer to apply towutrds' t 'he dischbarge
of the other d-ebts of the applicant, as
provided i Section 21 of the Act. The

(Toeram~nt, bowevdr; has an' obli!afion
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of the Act, and tile mnaiter of p~roviding
necessary Protection to such creditors is
receiving consideration.

ANNUAL ESTIMIATES, 1915-103.

In Committee of supply.
Rlesumned from. tie 14th October; Mr.

Holman in the Chair.
Department of Colonial Secretatry

(Hfon. J. 34. Drew, Minister-Hon. R. H.
Underwood, Honorary Minister, in ch arge
of the Votes).

Vote - Office of Colonial $ecrctary,
431,664:

Item-Under Secretary and Comp-
troller General of Prismons, £E600.

[2%r. O'Loghlcn had moved an amend-
mnent-"That thle item be redluced by
£100."]

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: On
Thursday there was considerable discus-
sion on this item, end members expressed
themselves fully and freely, not only on
the capabilities of this officer, but on his
mannerisms, the way he twirled his stick,
]how lie played golf and cricket, where
he came from, and thle colour of his
parents' eyes.

11r. Thomas: Those are his chief ocu-
pations.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: My ten
months' experience of him is that, while
hie is a good athlete, lie is also a most
intelligent worker. Although hie does
not go to his oflc at 9 o'clock in the
morning, hie never leaves until be ha-,
finished his work, and almost every nlight
be is at the office till 6 o'clock. Cease-
nquently if hie is an hour late in arriving
in the morning, lie is an hour late in
leaving at night.

Mr. Heitmaun: Tt is had discipline.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWOOD: Per-
haps so, but this officer holds that be
can get a better opportunity to do his
work properly when the office is quiet
than when the ordinary business is in
progress. He has adopted this system
aind it has been approved by his Minis-
ter. He works during the ordinary lunch
hour and has his lunch between 2 o'clock

and 3 o'clock. This possibly accounts
for him being seen about the streets dur-
ing office hours.

11r, Thomas: Too thin altogether.
H on. ft. H. UNDERWOOD: The

member for Leo nora said this officer
walks along twirling his stick. He usuially
rides a bicycle, arid T have never yet seen
a cyclist twirling a stick. 1. have rarely
seen this officer knocking about the town.

M~r. THOMAS: The Honorary Mlinis-
ter's speech has convinced me that the
member for Forrest was right in laying
this indictment. Tire Minister admits that
Ibis offier, in contradistinction to officers
in all other departments. has a sort of
right not allowed to others to go to the
office when he likes each morning. I
was under the impression we were a
democratic country and what was good
for the officer on £ 600 a year was good
for [ile clerk on £1,50. On; the Minister's
showing, it roight~be an advantage for
all to arrive at the office late each miorna-
ing.

Tile Premier: The services of the head
of a department are at the disposal of
[liedepartment dutring the Whole 24 hours.

Mr. THOMAS: They may he at the
disposal of the department for the whole
24 hours, but the work the officer would
do would probably occupy only feur
hours. I aim astonishied at the remarks of
the Honorary Minister and at the readi-
ness with which hep hiss accepted these
excuses. We have a right to exp~ect that
alU grades of officers in the service should
be treated alike so far as hours of work
are concerned, and yet we find the Hon-
orary Minister taking no exception to the
hour at which this officer comes to his
office in the morning. I have no personal
feeling in the matter, but I regard the
Ipreference which is extended to this
tinder secretary in the light of a bad
example to the rank and file of the ser-
vice. If the amendment does nothing else
than show that the Committee does not
approve of this sort of thing, it should
have some effect, and if half the state-
ments which have been made about this
officer are correct, the proposed reduc-
tion in the item will be justified. The

1714



[19 OCTOBER, 1915.] 11

erediilitv of [he Honorary Minister is
astounding.

Air. FOLEY: Notwithstanding the re-
niarks of the Honorary Alinister, 1 con-
tend that members have a perfect right
to criticise any officer who is employed
in the service of the State.

Air. B. J. Stubbs: But not to indulge
in personalities.

Mr. FOLEY: I wish to refute the
statement of the Honorary Minister to
the effect that [ said that this officer
walk-ed about the streets when lie should
he in his office. What I did was to pro-
test against this officer going to work at
a later hour than otlier officer in the ser-
v ice. He may be as good an under sec-
retary as any in the State, but if the
M inister is going to allow him to come
and go as he pleases, there can never be
proper discipline in the department. I
may say that I have no fault to find with
this officer so far as his abilities are con-
cerned. Everyone who has had any deal-
ings with him in his office, would I am
sure, give him credit for being one of the
cleverest tinder secretaries in the State.

Air. HEITMANN: It is often impos-
sible for a mnan in charge of a depart-
ment to leave his office exactly at the
general hour for closing. There must be
some latitude given to members of the
service who find it impossible to keep
regular hours. The reason given for the
proposed reduction in the item is that the
officer in question does not arrive at his
office at the proper time, but there are
ways of correcting this without taking
the action that is now proposed. I have
seen quite a number of civil servants in
the streets, and I believe their duties
sometimes take them there. I feel sure
that if this officer had not been doing his
work, some black mark would have been
placed against his name by one or other
of the many Mlinistersa under whom he
has worked. Instead of that, however, we
find that his salary has gone on increas-
ing during the last eight or nine years.
It does not show a great amount of
pluck on the part of members to con-
tinually' pick out a man in the service
and endeavour to decrease his salary. I

[611

am not referring to the member for For-
rest.

IMr. O'Loghlen: You have attacked
him more than anyone else in the House.

Mr. H EITMAINN : No evidence has
been adduced to show that this officer is
not carrying out the duties anlotted to
him. He is the under secretary of pos-
sibly the biggest department in the State
and 'las more work to perform than the
majority of other under secretaries. I do
not think £600 a year is too mutch for
tine work lie has ito do. Of course if lie
is 'tot worthy of the position he should
be dismissed, but I am not going to vote
for the amendment.

11r. TAYLOR.: If the member for
Forrest htadl come into contact with the
officer in question and with his work as
under secretary. hie would, I think, have
hield a different view in regard to his
capacity than he has given utterance to.
There are few officers in the service as
capable as this one. He was tinder see-
retary when 1 was Colonial Secretary
and I know his value. He is capable of
running the show well. I am afraid that
some hon. members who are attacking
him wvould not be so ready to do so if
they met him on the common ground of a
public platform or gave him the same
privileges of reply as they themselves en-
joy of attack.

Mr. O'Loghblen: I am willing to do it.
Mir. TAYLOR: I am afraid the flesh

would be weak when it came to the point.
Mir. O'Loghilen: The hon. member was

sacked from the department.
Alr. TAYLOR: It only shows how

dirty the member for Forrest cant be,
when he says something that lie knows to
be absolutely untrue. In view of that,
what would hie say about a man who is
not here to protect himself? It shows
how far some Htns will go. The hon.
member once pursued me into my elec-
torate, but after 20 minutes before an
audience lie went hack with his tail
jammed.

The CHAIRMIAN: Order!
Mir. TAYLOR: I am prepared to

protect ant officer against the type and
calibre of man wt"' qttacks him here,
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where that officer cannot reply. The at-
tacks on the officer are cowardly.

MIr. O'Loghlea interjected.
31r. TAYLOR: I know the bon. mem-

ber would like to associate with some-
body decent.

hMr. O'Loghlen: I ask you, Mr. Chair-
mian, whether the member for Mlt. Afar-
garet is in order in saying that I would
like to associate with somebody decent?

The CHATRMJAN: The member for
Forrest having objected to thie statement,
the member for Mt. Margaret must with-
draw.

Mr. TAYLOR: I withdraw; hut the
hon. member was looking for it. It is
unfair for a member supporting the Col-
onial Secretary to move a reduction in
an item without first having consulted the
Minister. The member for Leonora has,
since this item was under discussion at
the last sitting, satisfied himself that this
officer is a capable man.

Mr. Foley: 1 never at any time said
that lie was incapable.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am as satisfied about
the officer's intellectual capacity as the
member for Bunbury is about the officer's
physical appearance. The officer is most
courteous, capable, and pa instaking-, and
I hope I le Committee wvill not eiitertain
the idea off reducing- his salary.

Air. O'LOOHLEN : As 1 said when
moving thle reduction, I have no personal
griievance against this officer, whom I
have never it. Mly objection to him is
that lie does not attend to his office.
Other Ministers certainly would not ai-
low' their under secretaries to attend the
office just as they pleased. I fully ex-
pected eulogies of the officer from the
members for Perth and Mlount Margaret.
The member for Perth, as Colonial Sec-
retary, had a long experience of the offi-
cer, and the member for Mount Mfargaret,
as Colonial Secretary, had about 12
months'. The member for Mount Mfar-
garet talks, about the cowardliness of my
a ction in attacking an officer who is ab-'
sent. Tf ever a member of Parliament
c-arriedl the assassin's knife, it is (lhe mem-
her -for Mlount 'Margaret; and he knows
when and how to use it. As for the capa-
bilities of the officer. concerning which

thec memiber for Mlount M1argaret talks. il!
that officer had not capabilities, he could
never have carried the member for Mount
Mnargnret on his back. The member for
Mlount Margaret has been the Mitnisterial
-joke of this donatr. It is open for the
Colonial Secretary to debate the question
of this officer's salary in another place if
hie likes. As a public man I intend to
draw attention to an officer who fails in
his dutly. r admit that a salary of £E600
is not too inuch for the position, and, if
I iny, I prop~ose to move that the item
be reduced ;jy £E1, by wvay of protest. I
am] not sufficient of a political hypocrite
to withd raw the amendment, although I
know it will niot be carried; and, even if
I stand alone, I am p~repared to express,
mny opinion.

The CI-AIRMIAN: The lion, member
must mnove a reduction by some substan-
tial amount.

Mr. O'LO.I-laEN: In that case T will
leave (hie amendment as it is. I would
like to remind hion. members opposite,
when voting for the abolition of clerks at
£3 per week-

Afr. Thomnson: Why did not you attack
the other under secretaries?

)fr. O'LOCHLEN: Because I had no
occasion to attack them. I know the
amendment will he defeated.

Hon. R. Ft. Underwood: Then why
trouble about it?

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: 1 ami not going to
climb dlown in this matter. It is well fur
lion, members to know that the officer in
question will in future be influenced b ,y
thle fulsome eulogy of Mtinisters who were
not competent, and who fortunately for
Western Australia are no longer Minis-
ters-I refer to the members for Perth
and Mlount Mfargart-to continue to run
his department just as he pleases.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: I would not
have said anything but for the attack
which has been made on this'side of the
House. In season -and out of season the
member for Forrest and others like him
seenm to regard it as their duty to say
that we are out to reduce the salary of the
small man. I do not know that anyone
on this side of the HEouse has ever suig-
gested that the man in receipt of £3 a
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week should have is salary reduced. That
is not a true bill as far as the members
of the Opposition are concerned. It is,
however,' refreshing to bear lion. members
opposite criticising each other. Whether
or not that is the usual style of cauceus
debate it is certainly derogatory to this
.Chamber, If hon. members are justly or
the opinion that a certain official is not
doing his duty to the State they have a
perfect right to draw attention to the
fact, They must ntot, however, make a
liersonal attack on the individual. The
qu1.estionl whether an under secretary
should attend to his office within stated
and fixed hours is one for the Mlinister
controlling the department to see to, end
if an attack is tu be made it should be
made on the Mlinister. It is the duty of
the Mlinister to investigate the charges.
I do not believe one half of that which
has been said in regard to this officer. I
know him to be a very capable officer, al-
though 1 have not come into personal
contact with him, that is to say, in regard
to the details of the department. We all
know, however, that Mr. North un-
doubtedly is an excellent officer, who hins
spent his lifetime in the service of the
State . and that hie has a grip of the work
of the department second to none so far
as under secretaries go. That, however,
does not excuse him for being lax, and
if there is laxity the matter should be
settled by the Minister. I deprecate the
tone of this discussion, which must be
hurtful to the discipline of the depart-
mnent and certainly must be hurtful to
the officer in question.

M.Ir. CARPENTER : It seems a re-
inarkahie thing that the gentleman under
discussion appears to be the only officer
about whom we are always having a con-
troversy when ihie Estimates come be-
fore us. When I was a member of this
Chamber previously, the first thing ]
heard was a comnplaint from the member
for Gcraldton about this 'Under Secre-
taryI . The complaint was in regard to
laxity, and more particularly about his
Ipractice of getting- to his office at 11
o'clock instead of at nine in the morning.
If [ mistake not, the then Premier-who
is now the leader of the Opposition-

made a promise that steps would, be taken
tu see that Mir. North reached his otfice
at tie proper time.

Ilou, Frank %Vilson: If I made that
promise it was kept.

MNir. CARPENTER: But the practice
has continued, and to my personal know-
ledge this officer goes to his office at 11

o'lok
Hon. Frank Wilson: Hlow do you

know thatq
Mir. CARPENTER: He often comes up

in the same train with me. It is quite
possible that Mr. North does as much
work as other officers,

Lion. F~rank WiLson. Why does not the
Ilinister see to it?

Mr. CikALPENTER: I agree that the
Minister is responsible, and it is time
that lie had a good heart-to-heart talk
with this officer. It would be far better
for hsim to attend to his ditties during the
regular office hours, rather than stay be-
hind in the evening. The hours are from
nine to five, and no man should have the
privilege of saying that he will alter them
and stay until late in the evening. 1
cannot agree with the proposal to reduce
the salary hy £C100. I have had dealings
with Mr. North, anti I admit hie knows
his work well and is a capable otficer.

Amendment put and negatived.
I teni-Mlesseagers exchange, £466.
Hon. FRANK WILSONr: This item

shows an increase of £134 over the vote
of Inst year. Will the Minister explain
how that increase comes about?

Hon. ft. H. UNDEBRWOOl): This
system has been built up within the last
year or so for the purpose of passing
fliles from department to department. In-
stead of sending boys to each individual
department, the central exchange secures
tile files and distributes them. The in-
trorlijetion of the system has reduced the
number of messengers, and I am con-
vinced that a saving has been effected.

Lion. FRANK WILSON: The Mini-
ster has not explained why it is neces-
sarv to increase the vote from £332 to
£466.

Ron. R. H.L UNDERWOOD: The ex-
change was not worked for the whole
of last year. The Estimates were
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not introduced until the year was
half way through, and, further-
more, the business of the exchange
has been extended, and it has been found
necessary to employ two additional boys.'
No doubt a saving has been effected in
oilier departments.

Hor. FRANK WILSON. If the Min-
ister has found it necessary to employ
two extra boys, he ought to tell uts wvhere
the corresponding saving is. There must
be a decrease somewhere else to corres-
pond with this increase. What I want
to emp~hasise is that wve must look after
the pence, and then the pounds will look
after themselves. It is no use putting
on two additional messengers if there
is no increase in the work.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: There is an
increase in the work. I am not compelled
to convince yOu.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T think the
lAlinister is. He should at least endeavour
to give the information asked for.

Mr. B3. J. STUBBS: I think the ex-
planation given by the Minister is quite
clear. The exchange was in operation
for something less than the whole of last
year. To Hand out whlat saving, has been
effected it would be necessary to scrutin-
ise the various provisions made for mes-
sengers in 1913. In organising the new
exchange it may be that too many mes-
sengers were dispensed with and that
now it [ins been found necessary to bring
in a couple more.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: All that is
mere surmise. The exchange was in
existence for practically the whole of
last year.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: It started
on the 27th July-two months gone.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, less
Ihan one month.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: What did the nmes-
sengers cost in 191.3, when attached to
the "arious departments?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is the
inform~ation [ am asking for; the hon.
member just now declared he was satis-
fled with the idnie'sexplanation. This
year the Minister proposes to spend an
extra £134. Why?

H-on. R. H. Underwood: More work.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, there

cannot be. It is in this way the expenses
are piled uip. I move-

That the Vin be reduced by £134.
I do not think a penay more should he
expended this year than sufficed for last
year.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The ex-
change was started last year and, of
course, in the beginning the full body of
work did not come to it. That is obvious.
I have here a report of the work of this
exchange, which shows that during the
year 201,000 files and 194,000 letters and
packages were handled by the exchange.
Of those letters and packages 15,000
came from or were sent to Fremnantle.
Previously, of course, they were either
posted or sent by rail, at a total cost of
something like £1OQ. A saving of
£857 7s. 4d. has already been effected by
this department, and it is estimated that
the gross saving for this year will be
£1,187 17s, It is further anticipated that
a still lurger saving will be effected when
it becomes possible to bring the combined
messenger staff uinder this exchange. It
is also protposed that the exchange shall
deal with all correspondence, etc., be-
tween the departments ad outside firms
within a radius of one mile, thus effecting
a considerable further saving. The de-
partment is undoubtedly saving money,
and the volunie of its work is steadily in-
creasing.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why did
not the Minister give its that information
at the outset? It would have saved a lot
of discussion. Just the same I would
point out to him that an estimate of as-
sumed savings should not be good enough
for the Minister when his mission is to
exercise economy.

The Premier: By the establishment of
this exchange we were able to dispense
with a number of messengers in the vari-
ous departments. It is in those depart-
ments that the saving is definitely
effected.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: But £446
will not cover all the messengers' work of
the various departments. This exchange
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deals principally with the correspondence
between thle Colonial Secretary's depart-
ment and the other departments.

The Premier: Not all all. It deals
with the correspondence of practically all
the departments; it is merely controlled
by the Colonial Secretary's Department.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If it is to
Gave money in all the department;, it
should be placed, not in the Colonial
Secretary's Department, but in that of
the reasurer. However, in view of the
explanation we have had I will withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Item-Clerks (State Labour Bureau),

£88'4.
31r. ROBINSON: This item shows an

increase of £:119. Last year we had a
great deal of unemployment. We under-
stand from the Minister that this has
been satisfactorily dealt with. Therefore
there should be less -work in the bureau
this year than obtained last year.

Hon, R. H. 'UNDERWOOD: The in-
creased expenditure is chiefly due to the
fact that some of the officers provided
for this year were not working all the
time last year. Really no more officers
are engaged.

Item-Temporary labour Class "G"
officers (Labour Bureau), E215.

Mr. ROBINSON: Why should there
be temporary employment in the State
Labour Bureau-7 All temporary em-
ployment should be cut out.

The Premier: At present we require
more than. usual. You do not expect us
to fill positions being vacated temporarily
by men who are enlisting.

Mr. ROBINSON: No.
The Premier: Then we must have tem-

porary employment.
Mir. ROBIN SON: I should think. we

want permanent employees, but if this
represents labour to temporarily fill the
positions of men who have gone to the
front, I have nothing further to say.

The Premier: If you want economy,
wipe out the observatory.

Hon. R. H. 1ITNDERWO On: This de-
partment has been working at top pres-
sure and temporary labour is necessary
in the case of officers on leave through

sickness. There is no chance of filling
up with permanent men because the ser-
vice would become overloaded.

Item - Observatory, Acting Govern-
ment Astronomer, £504.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am not
advocating the abolition of the observa-
tory.

The Premier: Then you do not want
genuine economy.

flon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There are
things which must be kept going.

The Premier: Surety there is no rea-
son why we should keep on mapping the
stars.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The State is
in honour bound under an old agreement
with the Greenwich Observatory to keep
the local observatory going until a cer-
tain amount of work has been dlone.

The Premier: That is not correct.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: If the ob-

servatory were closed the very expensive
instruments would become useless is
there any chance of tle Federal Govern-
mnent taking over the observatory?

TChe Minister for Works: None what-
ever. If there is any item in the Esti-
mates that is not wanted, it is this one.

lion. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Federal
Government took over the meteorologi-
cal portion and left the astronomical por-
tion of the work to the State, -whereas
the astronomical is more a Federal mat-
ter than the meteorological. The previ-
ouS Government received a half-promise
that the astronomical branc-h would be
taken over.

The Minister for Mines: We have been
urging that until %ve are tired.

Yr. WILLMOTT: Is this item abso-
lutely necessary? The estimated expen-
diture on the observatory is S1.580.
whereas two years ago it was £1,482. A
reduction should be made, but I am not
sufficiently acquainted with the work-ings
of the institution to know where it can
be made.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: There has been
a big- reduction on the expenditure of
five or six years ago.

'Mr. WTLLM.NOTT:- Because a large
amount of the work previously done by
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the State ofliciala is now done by the
Federal officials.

Hon. J. D). Connolly: No, that was
-the inexpensive portion.

Mr, WILjLMOTT: We are spending
too much money in this direction.

The Minister for Mines: But we are
discovering new stars every night.

Mr. O'UOGHLEN: This is one of the
institutions which might well be done
without. I do not desire to inflict any
injury on the officers but some might be
placed in other departments if the Com-
monwealth could not find scope for them.
The State Government have made efforts
no get the Federal authorities to take the
institution over, but so far have failed
and the Observatory is a sort of dead
horse for this State to carry. As nearly
six months of the financial year have
elapsed, and as I consider there is no
necessity for this expenditure; I move an
amendment-

That the item be reduced by £252.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Why not move to

reduace the whole let?
The CHAIR-MAN: It is necessary to

deal with one item at a time.
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD. There is

no possibility of lte Federal Government
taking over the Observatory and it is for
Parliament, to decide whether the people
can afford to keep) the institution open.
If we close it this year, the best course
to adopt would be to dispose of the stock
and decide niot to re-establish it later on.
From the Observatory a time ball is
dropped and a gun fired daily at Fre-
mantle. At Perth two balls are dropped
and a gun is fired daily. A public clock
at the Observatory, two clocks in the chief
telegraph operating room and one at the
railway station are maintained. From
these centres a daily signal is sent to
every railway and telegraph station in
filie State. Time signals axe given to
elockmakers when desired. There is still
a great demand from visitors to make
night observations at the Observatory.

The MHINISTRER FOR LAN,\DS:- It
might seem extraordinary for a 'Minister
to support the reduction of a vote7 but
We Must realise whal reductions the Corn-

mittee have already made. Despite she
Government's representations, the Com-
mittee have reduced the vote for the
Public Library1 Museum and Art Gallery.
The Museum and Art Gallery might be
considered luxuries, hut it cannot be
argued that the Library is a luxury; still
the vote has been reduced and these in-
stitutions will be considerably hampered
in their operations and the public will be
debarred from obtaining that educational
assistance which every community desire
and deserve. Therefore, we should corn-
lpare the Observatory with those institu-
tions. Much information of value to the
State is obtained from the Federal
meteorological department, and we are
maintaining an establishment, the useful-
ness of which has been largely curtailed
because the central bureau is supplying
the information which this institution
was originally established to supply.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : They are
separate things entirely.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [ am
not going to argue that tine whole of the
functions of the Observatory are covered
by the Federal establishment,' but the
work done by the local Observatory is of
small importance. The usefulness of
other institutions has been curtailed con-
siderably and in view of that, the Coma-
mittee can come to only one conclusion
as regfards this item.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The ob-
servatory was established manly years ago
when Western Australia was booming,
when we had practically unlimited rev-
enue at our disposal and when the ex-
penditure of several thousands of pounds
did not bother members as the expendi-
ture of the same number of shillings or
pence would perturb us at present. The
question whether we should maintain the
Observatory or not has concerned previ-
ous Governments. Many years ago a
(lovernment of which I was a member
approached tile Federal Government with
a view to) having the Observatory taken
over tbIs helus, and I believe our pre-
sent Government have made similar
efforts. The Federal Government, how-
ever. have persistentlY declined to have
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anything- to do with the work represented
by Several of these items, namely. the
work of mapping the heavens. That
wvork will last several generations.

lIon. R. H. Underwood: Two or three
hundred years.

Bon. PRANK WILSO2N: It is work
undertaken by various observatories in
different lparts of the world, according to
the geographical advantages of their
situation. We were best situated as re-
gards Australia.

The Premier. We are the only observa-
tory in Australia called upon to do that
work. Why should it not be a Federal
matter!

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Other States are
taking their share of the work.

lHon. FRANK WILSON: No. I be-
lieve there are only half a dozen observa-
tories in the whole world engaged on this
work. We fell in, somewhat foolishly in
my opinion, with the suggestion that our
observatory should do this work, which
has already cost thousands of pounds.
The Observatory cannot be put in the
same category as the Education Depart-
ment, since the benefits from an observa-
tory are enjoyed oniy by a very few ad-
vanced students. If we take a firm stand
now, and put our Government in a posi-
tion to nay to the Fedleral authorities
that Western Australia will not bear the
cost of continuing this work beyond

anoter hre orsix months, because of
our fiancial position, that may lead the
Commonwealth Government to take it
over. To-day it is necessary that we
should lop off everything that is not
absolutely essential. We are not justi-
fied in spending loan money on such work
as this. On the understanding I have
indicated, I am prepared to support this
expenditure.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am rather
surprised at the attitude of the Minister
for Lands, in supporting a reduction of
the Government Estimates. The Minister
for Lands is in error in his belief that
Western Australia has erected an ob-
servatory for purposes which are now
carried out by the Commonwealth Gov-
ermnent. The Meteorological Depart-

meat really require no buildings at all.
but only a few rain gauges.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They have a fair
staff, though.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: When the
Federal Government took over the
meteorological work, it was understood
that the astronomical work would hie
taken over shortly' afterwards. However,
it would be a bad advertisement for
Western Australia to close down the
observatory. There is no doubt that this
Stale has derived considerable advertise-
meat from the existence of that scientific
institution. Fifteen years ago, I believe,
a distinct agreement was made with
either the Paris or the Greenwich Ob-
servatory that each observatory through-
out the world should map a portion of
the heavens.

The Premier: That is not correct.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Perhaps not

every observatory. However, a heavy
portion of the -work fell on our observa-
tory by' reason of its geographical posi-
tion, ours being the furthest south-
western observatory. I understand that
part of the work for Australia is
done by one of the Eastern States
observatories. This particular work was
kept back a good deal in former years,
by reason of lack of funds. I would sup-
Port a- reduction if it would force the
hands of the Federal Government, but
I suggest a smaller reduction. To reduce
the amount by half will not get us over
the difficulty.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: 'My
experience is that the Federal Govern-
ment point as much as ever they can on
the State Governments. If it is the de-
sire of the Committee to try, to force the
Federal Government to take over the
Observatory, let us close the institution
down. There is great difficulty in ob-
taining payment from the Federal Gov-

ernment, who now owe us about £13,000
for providing special constables, of which
amount we cannot get a penny.

Mr. B. J. STORES: There is a good
deal in what the Honorary Minister says,
but it must be obvious to hon. members
that the Federal Government are not
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likely' to take ever the Observatory at
the Present time. If we are going to
close down, the Obsetrvatory what is to
become of all the valuable instruments
i therel
The Premier: We can hand them over

to tile U'niversity.
Air. B. J. STUBBS: That will involve

the provision of further funds for the
Lniversity. This astrographic work is
being carried on throughout the world.
The Perth Observatory has been doing
its share and, if wve close down the Ob-
servatory, it will dislocate the world's
work, a work of the utmost value to
scientists.

The Premier: Well, let them pay for
it.

Air. B. J. STUBBS: This work being
(lone by the Australian observatories was
the chief cause of the recent visit of
scientists to Australia. They took a keen
interest in tile work being done by the
Perth Observatory and delivered lectures
on the subject.

Hon. Frank 'Wilson: Are we justified
in borrowing money to please the scien-
tistst

Mr. B. I1. STUBBS : I would not
mind if it were merely proposed to re-
duce the vote, but it would be most un-
fair to stop the astrographic work after
so much has been accomplished. Our
Observatory has been congratulated by
scientific societies throughout the world.
If it is intended to wipe out this institu-
tion some notice should have been given
to allowv of the work being continued
elsewhere. Many people in our midst
obtain considerable benefit from the Perth
Observatory, among others, the numerous
members of the Astronomical Society.
Again, the members of the Observatory
staff give scientific lectures, not Only in
Perth, but in other parts of the State.
It would be a great mistake to close down
the Observatory.

The PREMIfER: It was, I think, in
1900 that the Perth Observatory under-
took to do its part in mapping the stars.
Since that time we have done a fair pro-
portion of the work. How long it will
take to complete, I cannot say. We en-
tered into no contract to do this work.

We had the Observatory, and at the
time, the money also, and so we agreed to
permit the Observatory staff to attend
to the work. But, having regard to all
the circumstances, we cannot be expected
to continue that work indefinitely. "War
conditions" is sufficient excuse to enable
a man to get out of a definite contract
without penalty, and it should be sufficient
to enable us to conclude our arrangement
in regard to this astrographic work. Ob-
viously the Observatory is of some value,
hut at the same time we have other evenl
more valuable institutions suffering as the
result of economy. The previous Goy-
ernmniit asked the Federal authorities to
take over the Observatory, but were met
by a definite refusal. We, in our turn,
approached the Federal Government, and
declared that as anl alternative we would
close down the Observatory. We came
to Parliament with only six months' pro-
vision for the Observatory, and explained
that we proposed to close it down at the
end of six months. No exception was
taken by members to that proposal. How-
ever, later, somebody in 'London, on be-
half of some society, wrote to the Agent
General, asking him to make representa-
tions to us to continue the Observatory
for a little period until arrangements
could be miade for somne other observatory
to take over this work, or for some person
of means to take over the Observatory.
We agreed. That was 18 months or two
years ago, and we have heard nothing
f urther. We cannot be expected to in-
definitely continue the maintenance of
this institution, whose publications, I am
informed, are placed in the library of this
House, but never opened. We are main-
taining this institution merely that we
may supply information to a few inter-
ested persons, the scientists referred to
by the member for Subiaco, while other in-
stitutions of practical value to the State
are suffering through economy.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: If you close
down wvill you not lose all the work that
has been done.

The PREMIER: No, for it is there,
andl it will be continued hy other obser-
vatories. It should be undertaken by the
Federal Government, but they have abso-
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lately declined to take over the Observe-
tory. They have said, 'When we take
over the observatories of Australia, it
is almost certain that the Perth Obser-
vatory wvill be closed clown. Possibly we
will retain only' one observatory, or per-
Iaps two, for the whole of Australia."
We can guess wvhere those two will be;
certainly neither will be in Perth. If the
Perth Observatory is not necessary in the
initerests of Australia, it is certainly not
necessary ini the interests of Western
Australia. As a Government we want lo
know whether Parliament agrees to the
attitude we previously adopted. Having
wailed so long to see if someone else will
take up the work, we want to know defin-
itely what Parliament desires.

Honl. J. D. Connolly: It will mean
closing down from the end of the year.

The PREMIER : Yes.
Amendment pitt and negatived.
Item-Temnporary* Labour (including

office cleaner) £41.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: In view of

what the Premier has said-I mov-
ThaithEe item be reduced by £21.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I agree with
thre suggestion made by the Premier. I
assume the Premier will give anr ultima-
tumn to the Federal Governmenl and that
that will afford sufficient time to make
provision. There is this other point to ire
considered: It wvill be found from past
reports of [lie late Government Astrouo-
11ec, Air. Cooke, that the Observatory
huildings are on anr extravagant scale,'
and that about 7.5 per cent of -the build-
ings is house, and the balance obsrva
tory. Mr. (coke always complained that
thle house was far too big. Therefore it
would be a waste of money to hand it over
to the Federal Governiment.

'Thle Premier: -They have no chance of
getting, the Property.

Hon. J. 1). CONNOLLY: I am glad]
to hear that. The site is too good to give
away. It is the best site in thre City for-
a public reservation. Evidently the Obl-
servatory, is in the wrong' position. The
late Sur-veyor General had to take cer-
tain magnetic observations and they
could not be taken at the Observatory
beaus it was too near the influence of

the electric cars and the atmosphere was
not clear owing to thre smoke from West
Perth. An astronomer who camne here
some years ago took his observations
from Bayswater in preferencee to !he
Observatory. This shows that the posi-
tion is not a good one for the Observatory,
and there is lio reason whyv it should he
handed over- to [lie Federal Goi-ernnnt.
Perihaps thle inrst rumnt is inight lbe handied
ov er.

lion. Frank Wilson : Give them nosh
ing; let them p-dy for everything.

'file P remier: 'They have power to takv
ii over it they wvant to.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: To take
the land and buildings?

'fle Premlier: Certainly : to take over
dcpartnis.

.r. Thomson: Then close it dIown.
Thie Premier: If we do, they will not

lne able to take it because it "will mt
exist.

Hoil. J. 1). CONNOLLY: I trust time
Federal Governmnent will got have :mr
opportunity to take over the site.

Amiendm~ent putt and lpassedl.
].tem-Goverinent Printer, £600.
Hon. FRANK %VILSON: The print-

ing depa rtmient, w'hichi was; putrged a
good many years ago. seems to have
drifted back into the same extravagant,
spendthrift condition. Thre vole, which
used to be about £30,000, is now £:46.574.
This is beyond all reason.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: (Con-
monwealili work to thre value of £11,000
was done last year, an increase of £2,000
over the previous year. If the turnover
for the Commonwealth is deducted, the
State p~rinting bill is redtteed to £30.5S1.
The main increases asked for this year
are Commonwealth £E2,464, Pnblic Works
£480, and IUniversity £4,91. The work
is charged tp to each depaurtment. The
ouitput has been 150 per cent. greater,
hut, in spite of this enormous increase.
the expenditure is only £0.000 greater.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is prob-
ably due to an increase in the Common-
wealth wvork. If not, it is all the more
reason why the matter should be inquired
into. To say that this work is charged
up[ to each department does not answer
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tile objection that perhaps we are ex-
travagant in our printing. How much of
the 150 per cent, increase is covered by
excess work for the Commonwealth?
Years ago the printing went Up by leaps
and bounds until the whole House wvas
seandlalised, and ] put the department
on an economical basis. I1 am afraid it
is drifting back to the old condition.

The Premier; It is not.
lion. FRANK WILSON: If the in-

crease represents Comimonwealtlh work.
andl it is being paid for, that is a dif-
feren i matter.

The Premier: 'he Mlinister controlling
this department cannot control the p~rinlt-
ing sent fromn other departments.

lion. [FRANK WVILSON: No; it is the
printing of tile Government generally.

lion. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The
M~iniister cannot control the printing of
the Government generally. The Govern-
ment has had this matter under consid-
ertion. A good many reports, which
we used lo have print ed, are now laid
on the Table type-written. Mlany have
been reduced considerably in size. The
Colonial Secretary is going into the
(question of stopping the printing of vari-
ous statistical registers which are being
printed by the Federal Government, and
I am sure a considerable saving will be
effected on the Estimates. Ministers are
doing their best to keep) the printing as
low as possible.

I tern-Government Gardener (Public
Gardens), £276.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The esti-
mated expenditure on public gardens is
£1,640). On what is this to be expended?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The
following gardens are now under the
Control of this hranchi,-Government
Gardvi,.l''ni-t Public Hospital, Museum.
1\Ve4, Miihiaeo Hospital, East Perth Re-
servr. Observatory', Perth 'Modern School,
Roya.l -Mint, A-_rricultural Department,
he loresliore. the foreshore near the Sup)-

leijie ('tnirt, the Hoine (if Peace, and the
Suhiaeu Industrial School.

]-[,.t. Frank Wilson; : ave you the
I artieu lats of thle expenditure on each?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOI): No, it
would be difficult to obtain that, because
a man might be working in two or three
different places.

[.1r. 31ate took the Chair.]

I-Ton. FRANK WVILSON: This item
showvs an estimated increase of £105, and
it is questionable whether there should be
A greater expenditure this year.

lion. RI. H: UNDERWOOD: The es-
timate is the same as last year's but a
saving was effected. This provision must
be made, and, if a saving an be effected
it will be done.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course
there will be a saving, if possible, but we
have already decided that expenditure on
other parks should be reduced and if the
item is passed as p)rinted, it will be drawn
on by the officials until all is expended.

Hion. U. H1. Underwood: It was not
all expended last year.

Hon. FRANK WVILSON: If £C105 less
sufficed last year when, oil account of the
drought, much more attention was needed
than would be necessary in a season such
as the present, surely there is no justifi-
cation for the increase.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I do not
think there is anything in the argument
that hecause an amount is on the Esti-
mates it will be spent. The amount pro-
posed is for a staff which is considered
not more than sufficient for the work,
and which lias to be paid at Arbitration
Court rates. Occasionally men are away
troin this work, and it is got through
without them. That may be so this year.
At tlie same time, if lion, members want
to cut the amount down, let them do so.

Itemi-Foremen Gardeners. £365.
Hion. FRANK WILSON: I move an

amendment-
That the itemn be reduced by £22.

lion. R. H. UNDERWOOD: As the
item includes two foremen, who have to
work on some Sundays, I think this
amouunt had better not he reduced.

Hoan. FRANK WILSON: I ask leave
to w ithd raw my amendment.

A nendinent b)Y leave withdrawn.
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item - (Public Gardens) Labourersi
£1,000.

ILion. FRANK WILSON: I Move an
amendment-

That the item be reduced by £83.
Mr. FOLEY: The amendment repre-

sents an attack ou men who are on the
lowest rung- of the ladder. Why should
thie item be reduced by £837

Eon. Frank Wilson: Because that is
thne amount which was not spent last
year.

Air. FOLEY: When the salaries of
highly paid officers were in question,'
nmembers made charges of cowardice
against. those who moved reductions; but
as regards, a labourer on 9s. a day, the
members who wvere concerned on behalf
of 'highly lpaid officers are qluite willing
that reductions should he made. The
amount of the item has been fixed, not
by the -Iinister, but by the officer in
charge of the labonrers. To reduce the
amount will mean the discharge of some
unfortunate labourer and the speeding up
of the other workmen.

Mr. GREEN: r. supplort the amiend-
nient, because reduction of labourers does
not enter into the question. Last year the
expenditure on this item was £917, and
the elcet of the proposed reduction would
be to make the same amount available
this year. The parks affected by this
item are all in the metropolitan area, and
the expenditure on parks all over the
State has been reduced.

The Premier: Parks all over the State
have not been reduced. The amount of
the reduction will come off the King's
Park.

Mr. Robinson: That is not what Par-
liament said.

Air. GREE-N: I am pleased to hear
the Premier's statement.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Premier is
at sea.

Mr. B. J1. STUBBS: On several pre-
vious items we were told that the reason
why the full amount had not been ex-
pended last year was that some of the
men had asked for holidays, for which
they bad not been paid. The reduction of
this item will not mean the discharge of

a labourer, who gets more than £83 for
a Year's; work. It will me~an that the men
who rook holidays last year, possibly
owing to sickness-and labourers are not
paid when they are away ill-will be
compelled to take the same holidays this
year, though possibly they may not he
able to afford to take them.

Mr. Green: That statement has not
been made by the Honorary Minister on
this item.

',%r. B. J. STUBBS: That is thie ex-
planation whiich was given on other items
and I think it would be given by the
Honorary M1inister, were he lpreseiit. on
this item. The member for K~algoorlie is
hardly showing an altruistic spirit.

Mr. Green: The parks on the gold-
fields have been starved.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: If the item is.
reduced a number of labourers will have
to take holidays because there is not suffi-
cient money to pay them fuill. time. The
reduction will make very little difference
to tine Estimates, but a great dlent Of dif-
ference to the labourers on 9s, a day,
some of whom have a hard struggle to
live dluring these trying times. Certainly
the same thing would not be done in the
ease of highly paid officers.

'Mr. ROBINSON: It is surprising
that members of the Committee will listen
to such talk as has fallen from the mem-
ber for Subiaco. There is not a single
man in this Assembly who wants to out
down a labourer's wage. Why did the
member for Subiaco support the rutting
diown of the King's Park item?

.1r. B. J. Stubbs: You are wrong.
Mr. ROBINSON: Why did the menu-

her for Leonora supIport tlhat reduction?
The result of it has been that five lab-
ourers had to be dispensed with. Now
the Premier talks of cutting another £300
off the amount for IKing's Park.

The Premier: TI did nothing of the
sort.

-.%r. ROBINSON. I~f the Premier does,
that. two or three more labourers will be
thrown on the streets. And yet we have
claptrap talked by members opposite
about dispensing with labourers. If last
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year the gardens could be kept going for
£917, it should be possible this year. The
question is not one of less labour or of
cuttingi down wages.

'['le PREMIER : I am delighted to
hear the member for Canning champion
thle cause of Labour. However, lie voted
for the reduction of [lie Zoological Gar-
dens item, practically the whole of which
is spent in labour. If this item is reduced
some labourers must stiffer reduction.
The amnount provided is the amount
which will be paid to those men if they
work the futll number of working days i n

h1e year. These Estimates are gone
liroulgh in Cabinet item by item,)

aIld every Nlinister has to produce,
good gzrounds for the slightest in-
crease. The Estimates, as submitted
hi ' Ile various departments, wvere
reduced to thle tune of £150,000 in
Cabinet. This increase of £8S3 is neces-
sary for the purpose of paying those
men their p~resent rate of wages if they
work the full number of days. If it is
reduced, certain of the men wvill have to
stand off.

lion. Frank Wilson: Well, stand them
off.

The PREMIER: I am not objecting,
nor is the Honorary Minister. I am only
asking members to understand what they
are doing. If the men do not work they
will not be paid. But we do not desire
to have lo force them to stand down be-
cause Parliament will not provide the
muoney.

Holl. FRANK WILSON: No one has
suggestedl that the labourer should be
deprived of his wages. The question is,
are the Government to keep) a lot of men
hanaging ott at full wages when they are
not fully employed! Why should more
money be spent onl the gardens this year
than was necessary last year? It is not
a question of labouir, hut of the amount
tile State can afford to maintain these
gardens. All we can get from the other
side is thle erc, of "Thle poor lahourer."
Labour generally was in a better posi-
tion in this State under the Liberal Gov-
ernment than in any other part of the
(ivilised world.

The CHAIRM1AN: The hon. member
must keep to the item.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is a ques-
tion of how much we can afford to spend
on the gardens. I would like to see the
vote cut down by several hundred
pounds.

Mr. GREEN: I am not going to be
a party to putting men off. The Premier
has said that if the men work the full
number of working days thle full amocunt
will be required. In these circusmritancest
I think we ought to provide the full
amount.

Mr. WIhLMOTT: Previous Estimates
show that thle money provided under this
item has never yet been fully expended.

Hon. R. H.1 Underwood: Therefore
there is no dlanger in voting it.

Mr. WILLMOTT: By providing mbre
than is necessary we run the risk of
allowing the item to creep up year by
year. The item has been reduced since
1913, yet thle gardens have not de-
teriorated.

Mr. B3olton: But some poor devil
has gone home with less wvages.,

Mr. WILLMOTT: We have no proof
of that. If the Honorary Mincister can
show us that certain men were away
sick last year I will be agreeable to
voting tile full amount. The Premier
made an assertion which was not borne
out by any statement by the Honorary
Minister.

Hon. Rt. H. Underwood: I will make
any statement you like.

Mr. TAYLOR: Obviously the item
is for no other purpose than the supply
of labour. If the item be reduced, the
earning capacity of those menl will be
reduced also. If hon. members think
too many men are employed in the
gardens, that is quite another thing. Ifl
we are to maintain the gardens at all
we should do it decently. Inl the face
of a reduced provision the Government
gardener must put off certain of his
men. If we reduce the item the Minister
can still excess his vote, and will do so if
occasion demands it. I am prepared
to support economy, but I do not think
we can reduce this item onl the plea of
economy.
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Amendment put and a division taken
with the folltowing result

Ayes .. . . 8
Noss . . . 22

Majority against .. 14

'Mr. Coonolly
Mr. Lefroy
Mir. Mitchell
Mr. Robinson

M r. Allen
Mr. Angein
Mr. Carpenter
M r. Chesqon
M r. Collier
Mr. Foley
'Mr. Jas. Gardiner
14r. Green
Mr. Hardwick
Air. Heitmnano
M. Ir. Hickmott

Alue.

Noss.

hr.
5i i.
Mr.
M(r.

i'eryard
Wvir mot

F. Wilson
George

(Teller).

Mir, Mcowsl
M r. Mrrliany
Mr, 'Logblen
Mr. Scaddan
'.1r. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Bolton

(Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Item-Registrar General and Govern-

menit Statistician £528.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Some years ago

when the Commonwealth Government
ceased compiling certain records the
Government of this State decided to
continue compiling them. It is a waste
of money to continue this work for had it
been necessary the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment would have continued it.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD:- It is
the intention of the Colonial Secretary
to cut out several of the publications
issued not. because they are not necessary
but because the Commonwealth Govern-
ment are publishing identical 'flatter,
and generally the Commonwealth in-
formation is published before ours.

'Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I think that those
statistical publications should be done
away with. 1 move an amendmtent-

That the item be reduced by £60.
If this officer is to be relieved of certain
work then his salary should be reduced.

Hion. R. Hf. U-NDERWOOD: We are
not paying a high salary for a capable
statistician. I trust the mnember will
not presslthe amendment.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : I ask leave to
withdraw the amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Item-Temporary Clerical assistance,

Class 1"G." officers (Registry), £817.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There

should not be any increase in this item.
The onus of compiling these statistics
should be thrown on the Con'unonwealth
but it seems that the Commonwealth
statistics are largely copied from ours.

Hon. R. H.L UNDERWOOD:- Much
of tre informiation compiled is necessary
for State purposes. This item is increased
because it was impossible to omnplete
the work last year and in addition to the
current year's work the arrears from last
year have to be widertaken.

-Item-Incidental, including firewood,
cleaning material, travelling, transport,
postage, stationery, reporting, fees to
examiners, telephone, rents, instruments,
water, power, lighting, fuel, collection
of statistics and not otherwise provided,
£8,560.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Why is the
item £1,388 more than last year. There
seemns to be no justification for the
increase.

H-on. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The
amount is the same as that proposed last
year but the amiount last year was not
all expended. It is absolutely impos-
sible to estimiate this item as it must
vary considerably. A great deal more
expenditure this year is not anticipated.

Hon. J. MUITCHELL: It does not
seem1 as if the Estimates were very care-
fully revised by Ministers when the
amount was over estimated last year
to the extent of £1,388. I move an
amendment-

That the item be reduced by £1,000.
H[on. H. HI. UNDERWOOD: It does

not really matter whether the amend-
ment is carried or not. If we want
more money we wiill spend it. If we
do not want it wve will riot spend it. We
must spend what is required irrespective
of what the vote is.

Mr. THOMSON:; We are told by
Ministers that, if they want to spend
mtoney, they will excess the vote con-
cerned. It is an absolute farce to bring
down these Estimates, and ask us to
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go into them and pass them under such
conditions. Why submit them to us
at a!] if we are not going to have a say
in them ?

The CHAIRMAN:- The hon. member
must speak to the items.

Mr. THOMSON:- I thought that I
was justified in replying to the statement
made by the Honorary Minister.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is
that the item be reduced by £1,000.

Mr. THOMSON: I support the amend-
ment. It seems to me that it is only on
these incidental items that we arm per.
mitted to have a say at all. We cannot
touch questions of salary because of the
Public Service Commissioner, and if we
touch anything savouring of restricting
the avenues of employment we are told
that we are making an attack on labour.
It is a very difficult position indeed.
The Government managed last year
with £7,172 ; surely they can do the
Samle again this yeir. 'Why put more
money on the Estimates than is neces-
sary?

The Minister for Works: One can
hardly tell sometimes what is requir&1.
These are only estimates.

Mir. THOMSON: If the Government
want more money they have the power
to excess the vote.

Mr. B. J. STUB13S:- I support the
amendment. The Honorary Minister
has told us that the Government intend
cutting out a large number of statistical
productions. I agree that they are un-
necessary. In some cases they are
duplications of the Commonwealth pub-
licationts, and ethers are not required
at all.

The Minister for Works : We want the
inter-State publications.

Mr. B. J1. STUBBS: If there is going
to be a reduction in the number of
returns that are got out, I contend that
there will with the amendment be ample
money to meet the reqluirements of the
Minister. The Government can take
this reduction as all indication that we
endorse the desire of the Minister to
reduce the number of publications. I
trust that, so far as possible, all unneces-
sary statistical productions will be cut
out, so as to reduce the expenditure.

Amendment put and division taken
with the following result.-

Ayes 19 -- I
Noes .. -- .- 12

Majority for--

Mi,.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NM r.

A llen
Carpenter
Con nolly
Jas, Gardiner
Hardwll
Harrison
1-Iickmott
Let roy
M11tchbell
Piesse

An ga I
Chei~von
Collier
Foley
164ofowail
Mullany
0 Logh ten

AVRe.
Sir.
Mr.
Mir.
31ir.
N Ir.
Sir,
N1 r.
Mr.

Noes.
F,
N
S
it
N

ir.
Ir.
I r.
I r.
ir.

Robinson
Thomas
Thomson
\'eryard
WVa 'sbrough
Willniott
F. Wilson
Ceorete

(Teller.)

Seaddao
Taylor
UnIderwood
A. A. Wilson
11olios

(Tetw'i

Amendment thus passed.
ltcm-(State Labour Bureau) Rail

F7ares. £1 .500.
Hon. .J. MITCHELL: I1 notice the

Minister lies reduced the item byv £1,678,
which wase an excess over the vole of last
year. How much of the expenditure of
£3,178 was retulrned9

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: We have
uip to date about 6S per cent. of the
mioney in hand, and have collected a
good deal of last year's money. We put
£1 .500 onl the Estimates, because we are
otf opinion that we can get through en
this expenditure. Last year we had a
big rush of unemploy' ed, and there was
ein excess on the vote. I have already
curtailed the issue of fares, and during
the last two months they have been cur-
tailed to the extent of over -50 per cent.
If nothing happens during (his year, we
s;hall get through on that £1,500, but if
anything happens it may cost us 0,%000,
as it cost uts last 'year.

Item - (Printing) Machinery, Type,
Repairs, Stationery (priniiag paper) for
public service generally, £20,750.

Mr. WiLLMTOTT: I see there is an
increase of £5,000 odd on this vote. Can
the Minister give the Committee an ex-
planation?7
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The item
includes a redemption of an old liability
to the General Stores Department for
stationery. The full amount of £5,000 odd
we had credited to revenue. It is a mere
bookkeeping entry.

Vote (as reduced to £3,64) put and
passed.

Sitting suspended from 0.15 to 7.30 p.m.

[-1r. Hlolman resumed the Chair.]
Vote-Aborigines, 48,449:
item-Provisions, Clothing, etc., in-

eluding all other expenditure incidental
to promoting the welfare of the abori-
gines, £14,997.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Will Ihe
Minmister explain what he intends to give
to the missions this year? I have not the
last report of thie Aborigines departinent
but 1 have the report for 1913-14, and 1
see by that that the Australian mission
received £470. They have 27 children and
that works out at about Is. a day. The
Beagle Bay mission has 147 children and
received £800, or about 3s. a week for
each child. The Salvation Army received
£149 for their 15 children, an average of
about 4s. a week. Last year I under-
stand tlhese grants were reduced and I
would like to know now to what extent
the 'Minister proposes to further reduce
them this year.

Hon. R. H."UNDERWOOD: In regard:
to the missions, the two in the vicinity
of Perth and the one at Kalgoorlie are
paid for the maintenance of even! child
we send them. That is to say, they do
not go out and gather up these children.
It is an expenditure that we cannot pos-
sibly get out of. It is a different pro-
positiion in regard to the other missions.
So far as Beagle Bay is concerned, that
was established some years ago and over
£16,000 has been spent in building there
and in the endeavour to cultivate very
bad soil. They gathered tip the natives
from all round the place. In addition
to the cash subsidy granted them, Beagle
Bay has also been supplied with pro-
Visions3.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: For indigent
natives?

Hon. R, H. UNDERWOOD: For in-
dligent natives and children. So far as
the three missions I have referred to are
concerned, we cannot do otherwise than
pay them for the children we send to
them, just as we do for the white children
which we send to the orphanages. 1
think we pay them 6s. 10d. for each
child.

lon. J. D. Connolly: What was the
amount given to the Swan last yearl

Hon. R?. II. UNDERWOOD: I have
not the figures with me at the present
moment. In regard to Beagle Bay I am
of opinion that it will be advisable to
close up that mission entirely, as I do
not think the aborigines are getting the
full benefit of the money that is being
expended by the Government. The place
is quite unsuitable. The object in estab-
lishing that mission was to have an insti-
tution which. would eventually become
self-supporting, but they started it on a
bit of ground which is absolutely useless
as far as cultivation is concerned and
the place can never become, self -support-
ing. The object of the department is to
establish stations which, if not altogether
self -su pporting, will become partially so.
Further than that, I do not believe it is
an advantage to gather natives from the
far away interior where they are living-
their wild life and bike them into mis-
sions. I have already explained in regard
to the Presbyterian mission at Hanover
Ray that I have given them notice that
they wilt get their last subsidy as far as
I am concerned this year. I am giving
them £100 worth of stores and that is the
last of the Government support which
they will get. I cannot give the hon.
member the exact figures, hut I know we
are paying less to Beagle Bay this year
than we did last year. We have also cut
down the grant to Lambadina. Ave found
that the Police department had stationed
an officer there and the Aborigines de-
partment were paying half his salary. At
the same time we also had on our own
account a man stationed there receiving
and distributing rations, so we got rid
of the policeman.
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Hon. J. 1). CONNOLLY: Can the
Minister tell me how many children there
are at the present time at the Swan? It
is quite impossible for them to carry on
with less money than they got last year.
There are a number of half-caste children
gaihered at Kimberley and the Govern-
ment are bound to pay for their support.
I do not agree with the Minister when
hie states that these natives should not be
brought in from the bush. The children
collected are mostly half-caste and it
would be a criminal act to allow them to
grow up in the wilds. They had 42
children at the Swan in the financial year
1913-14 and they received 4s. 6d. a week
for eachi. The mission cannot (10 with
less than that and the Minister should see
that they do not receive less.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Although
I was going to pay only half the subsidy
it was demonstrated to me that it would
be unfair to do so, and I paid the capita-
tion grant right throughI last year and
I am doing so now. I agree with the
hon. member that we should pick up all
the half-caste children. Whiat I said was
that we should not take the wvild natives
from out back and place them in the mis-
sion stations. They can well be permitted
to run wvild, but wherever there are half-
castes or full-blooded children we should
pick them up and pay for their keep.
I am working to establish outside the
missions, Government stations which I
hope will be more economical.

Hon. J. D. Counolly: Are you con-
tinuing the advances to the Australian
Mission and the Swan Mlission?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Yes, to
the three missions.'

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Did I un-
derstand the Minister to say' he is cutting
away the vote for the Beagle Bay Mis-
sion ? According to tfie report before
me, they had 147 children of whom 90
were half-castes, and they were receiving
only 2s. a week for them.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: That is so,
but they were receiving rations.

-Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: But rations
are given to distribute among indigent
natives, and do not affect the missions.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Charities, j980,698:
Hon. FRANK WILSON: What steps

are the Government taking to get the old
age pensions allowed to the occupants of
the Old Mlen's Home at Claremont?
Many of those men are qualified to re-
ceive a pension from the Commonwvealth
Government.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: They are not
qualified. There is a section in the Act
that any person in a Governmenmt insti-
tution is not qualified.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: In a Govern-
ment institution, but not in a private
institution; that is the absurdity of it.

*Hon. FRANK WILSON: During tile
year ended .30th June, 1915, the average
number of inmates was 632, and over 400
of them were more than 60 years of age.
It is questionable whether such inmates
are not qualified to receive the pension.
When I was in office, negotiations took
place-

The Minister for Works: And have
taken place since.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: I think there was
an arrangement to give Qs. a week to the
Government and to pay the men 2s. a
week.

The Minister for Works: No.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: But the

Commonwealth make no allowance at all.
TIhere are 400 persons who ought to be
receiving up) to 10s. a week.

Mr. Heitmaun: The funny part is that
these men can get it if they come out.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then should
not some arrangement be made to get
them out? It is an absolute injustice to
the State that pensions are not paid in
these cases.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: If they go
into a Government institution, and then
come out, they cannot draw the pension.

Hon. FRANKI WILSON: Do the Gov-
erment receive Ss. a week from the
Comumonwealth in respect of these men!

Hon. R. H. Underwood: In respect of
a few of them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I suppose
very few of them will sign their liberty
away.
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Air. B. J. Stubbs: The same applies
to the Perth Public Hospital. If a mail
goes in there he loses his pension.

Hon. FRANK WTLSON: Then pres-
sure should be brought to hear to get the
Act amended. It is disgraeeful.

.%r. Taylor: If a luau goes into the
Perth Public Hospital, and is treated,
his pension ceases.

Air. Bolton: And the same in regard
In the F'remantle hospital.

I-Ion. FRAN1K WILSON: That is a
shacking state of affairs, and steps should
he taken to get the Act altered. The
State is pitt to enormous expense to
keep these mn.

XMr. Heitniana :The State which does
the most is handicapped I he most.

Hon. PRANK WIL[SON: The Federal
Government are evading their responsi-
bilities.

Hon. IN. 1l. tUN])Ett WOO: I agree
with the leader of the Opposition. I
have done my best to bring this matter
before the Federal authorities. There is
a section in the Act providing that any)
person in a Government institution is not
en titled to a pension. V em have made
applications for pensions, and the mag-iS-
irale has sent back the claims rejecting
them, stating that it would be better for
the mnen to remain in the Old Mien's
Home. It is a simple way for the Fed-
eral Government to evade their respon-
sibilities, and it is a matter which
should be brought prominiently before
tine Federal members.

Hon. .3. 1). Connioll v: Was not anl
amendment of the Act promise(]

M\r. Bolton: No; it was only discussed.
Hon. R. H. ['NDERWOOP: The Fed-

eral Government p~ay\ us Ss. a week for
persons who will practicall -y siginaya
their liberty, v that is, sign a declaration
that they will not ask for the full pen-
sion. These men go into the home and
are paid the 8s. and the Federal Gov-
ernment very meanly keel) the 2s.

Hon. .1. fl. (onn'olly : Then how can
they legally pay the Ss.?

Mir. 13. J1. Stubbs: Under the Act they
can pay any amount.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Many old
men stay at the home for a month and
,'re not debarred from receiving the pen-
sion. Then they draw their £2, do it in,
and return to the borne for another
month. They are old men who have
learned a bit of life. !rhe Federal Goev-
emnent, having undertaken to pay old
age pensions, should paty them without
restriction to all men in indigent circum-
stances and over the specified age, but at
present they are absolutely shirking what
they promised to do and made such a
great boast of doing.

Air. WEITfANN: The boast that the
old] age pension is not a pauper's pension
falls to the ground. The difficulty seems
to arise from a lack of co-operation be-
tween the two Governments.

The M,%inister for Works: It has no-
thing to do with uts; we have tried re-
peatedly.

Mr. HEITMANN: The State Coy-
alent have the burden of keeping
a number of old people and Yet
the actual duty of doing so
shiould rest with the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Federal Government are
right in one sense, when they say this
pension is merely to keep a man from
want. When a man is in a Government
institution, he receives his keep and is
not in want.

11r. Foley: flow is it that argument
does not apply to a private institution?

.%r. HEITMANN: That shows the
Federal Government have not gone far
enough.

Mr. Taylor: They have gone too far.
Mr. HEITMfANN: These pensions re-

present an experiment which will be
found wanting in many respects.

The CHAIRMAN: I have allowed the
hon. member a lot of latitude. I cannot
allow him to deal with legislation. I
hope he will not transgress too far.

Mr. HEITMANN: An effort should be
made to come to anl agreement covering
the whole of the cost of the upkeep of
our poor people. The State which is do-
ing most to provide for these people is
handicapped the greatest by the Federal
rovernment.
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Hon. 'J. D. CONNOLLY: in New
South Wales, where old age pensions
were first enacted, they had homes for
old people, and it was proviaed that
when a man was an inmate of a Govern-
went institution he was not entitled to
receive a pension. That was all right
when the State which provided the in-
stitution provided the pension. Vflie Fed-
eral Government copied the New South
Wales Act, and that is how the difficulty'
arose. The matter was exhaustively
dealt with four or five years ago.

The Minister for Works: And has
been exhaustively dealt with since.

Hon. J. fl. CONNOLLY: The Com-
monwealth have since admitted their lia-
bility to a certain extent, as they are
saving 2s. in regard to sonic of these old
men.

The Minister for Works: In your time
they were paying 7s. 6d.

Honl. J. D). CONNOLLY: No, they
promised to pay us 8sa, and to p~ay 2s.
to the men themselves. The question was
referred to the Crown Law Department,
who advised that so long as the men were
in the home they could not claim the old
age pension, but that if every new ad-
mission was forced before the court to
apply for an old age p~ension the money
could be obtained. Last year's report
shows thmat there was an average of 6,90
inmates. New admissions last year total-
led 326, and re-admissions 547. If each
of these eases had been forced to apply
to the court, then, unless the Common-
wealth Government shifted their ground,
the State would be receiving the s. per
week in respect of those cases. In these
circumstances, a large proportion of thle
£15,000 representing thle cost of time Old
Men's Homne could be recovered from
the Commonwealth Government.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS:I
have discussed this question repeatedly
with the Superintendent of Charities. Thle
position is that once a man or a woman
is ordered to the home, he or she loses
the right to the old age pension for ever
afterwards. Numbers of these old people
go into the home for a few weeks' atten-
tion, a,,d, naturally, they will riot agre

to forfeit their right to the pension, see-
ing that they hope to come out again in
at short time. A magistrate has power to
order an old pensioner to the home, and
once thes pensioner is there the Common-
wealth Government jpay the Sst. per week.
But if fle inmate leaves the home he
loses his right to the pension.

I-on. J. MfTTCHEtjL: Do I under-
stand from the 'Minister that a man goes
into the home for three or four weeks
and draws his pension for that neriod
and spends it?

Hon. R. H. Underwood : That happens;
in a few eases.

Mr. Foley :They go out to see hlow
they got onl.

-Hon. J. MITCHELL : I was wondering
if the people were called onl to pay both
the old age pension and the cost of the
pensioner's keep.

- Hon. Frank Wilson : That is so in a
few eases.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If there are
many such eases the matter should be
seen into.

Ron. R. If. UNDERWOOD: That
kind of thing does not happen very often.
The Old Men's Home is also a hospital,
and therefore a good place for an old
mail who is unwell. I do not think
Parliament desires to prevent old men
from obtaining the benefit of such treat.
ment. Shortly after I took office, I
asked Mr. Longniore to got into corn.
inunication with the Federal authorities
on this mnatter. He told tie lie had
already done that under instructions
froin the present Minister for Works.-
that he had been trying to get satisfac-
tion fromt the Federal Government for
somne years, but without avail. The
fault does not lie with the Charities
Department.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell : Do you adjuit
young antd strong mnen?

Hon..r'R. H. UN-DERWOOD'P: No.
The institution is conducted as an Old
Men's Home. 0,1 the 30th June last
there were 681 inmates. Thle daily
average of residents for the year was 632.
The average age of thle inmates was 63.
I suppose there are about 50 inmates who
are really more fit to be in the Claremont
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Hospital for the Insane, though they
are not in an;' way dangerous. There
are in the Old Mlen's Home men young
in years but who are broken down. No
mien are kept there who it is thought can
obtain a living outside.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I ani not
sure I agree with the Honorary Minister
that some of the inmates ought not to
be outside. Pages 5 and 0 of the report
show that on the 30th June last there
were 245 inmiates between 61 and 70,
17.5 between 51 and 60, 57 between 41
and 50, 17 between 31 and 40, and 6
between 20 and 30 ; so that at least
half of the inmiates are of an age when
they could earn their living unless some
physical disability prevents them.

Mr. Foley: There is no other place
where they can be housed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The report
states-

,The average age of inmnates is 63
years. The younger mien are more
or less suffering from chronic heart
or nerve affection.

That is the explanation given, but since
half the number of the inates are of an
age when they ought to be able to earn
their living unless prevented by pybisical
disability it seemis to mec there may be
somec laxity. I do not know that anyone
of mature years is refused admission
to the institution. As to the question
of getting some assistance from the
Federal Govenunent, if the whole of
the inm-ates: in this one institution re-
ceived the ordinary old age pension it
would mnean a saving to this State of
something like £16,000 a y-%ear. Taking
the innmates of all other charitable istitu-
tions, the saving might be vecry eon-
siderablo-perhaps £25,000 a year. I
realise that the present Government
have re-started tho ball rolling to try
and get this grant. We could not get
satisfaction in the matter, and the present
Governent will not be able to get satis-
faction. It is a matter for joint action
by the Premiers of the various States
at the Premiers' conference. The claims
of several other States must be heavier
than ours, and probably the claims of
all the States would in the aggregate
amounmt to £150,000 or £200,000 a year.

The Federal GovernmentTare wvading
their respor -i~te to certain citizens
of the Commonwealth.

Mir. FOLEY : In reply to the leader
of the Opposition, I may point out that
the average age stated by the Honorary
Minister shows that the great majority
of the inmnates; of the Old Mlen's Homne
are Old men.L As one who has visited
the institution I can say that it is one
of the best of its kind in Australia. N~o
young fellow would stay in that institu-
tion unless compelled by circumstances.
A young man from there who cameo to
see mne the other day, and who was, suf-
fering fromn aneurism of thie heart, said
that his life was made a hiell upon earth
for him by the old men in the institution.
He would gladly have left the place
could he have done so, but for such as
hin there is no other place to go to. It
would certainly be a good thing if the
Commlonwealth Government could be
prevailed upon by the State G1overnments
to provide somne help towards maintaining
institutions such as this.

Hon. J. J). CONNOLIX -: There is
another aspect of the question. In
New South W~ales these institutions are
purely Governmnent, and so they receive
no payment from the Commonwealth.
In Victoria, 1 understand. these institu-
Lions are subsidised by the Government,
and so get over the difficulty. I am
told that all those in the Victorian
institutions who are eligible receive
their old age pensions. If we were to
place our Old Men's Home under similar
management a considerable portion of
this £1,500 would be drawn from the
Federal Government.

Ron. Frank Wilson: If that is so,
how is it that thev inmates of the Perth
Public Hospital are debarred from getting
old age pensions ?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Because it
is classed as a Government hospital.
It is in a different position from that
of subsidised hospitals.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Mlinister
says that in all cases where old people
go into a hospital they are deprived
of their old age pensions.

- Hon. J. D. CONNKOLLY : A good deal
of extras and comforts are provided for
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the inmnates of the Old Mens' Home under
the Padbury bequest. I am one of
the trustees under the will, and I know
that we spend £700 or £800 a year on
this institution. The ruling of the
Supreme Court is that the money can
only be spent on something which these
old people are not receiving from the
Government, and so we are confined to
the provision of mere comforts. If the
institution were under a board of manage-
ment more could be done for the inmates
under the Padbury fund. From personal
observation I canl assure members there
is no man in die Old Mens' Home who
should not be there. It is the cheapest
place in which to keep them.

Mr. HEITMANN : It has been said
that about 100 of the patients in the
Old Mons, Home are under medical
treatment. Of course, many of them
are chronic oases and require nursing
rather than medical attention, but it
appears to me that there should be a
reorganisation of our medical staff in
the metropolitan area and that we should
locate one of our district medical officers
at this Home. Under the existing
system a district medical officer calls
there, but that is hardly sufficient.

The Minister for Works: He should
reside there-

Mr. HEITMANN:; Yes, and hie should
be miade a full-time officer. It is not
good Organisation to pay a district
medical officer £850 a year to do nothing
in particular. If we had a medical
officer stationed at Claremont lie could
do all the work of the institution anid be
of great service of the inmates. -Again,
he should give a little more attention
to that side of medicine dealing with
prevention. A little while ago I was
disgusted to learn that the medical
officer supposed to deal with prevention
had nonchalantly dealt with a number
of consumjptive patients in that institu-
tion and had afterwards admitted that
there were "a few such patients" there.
The present occupan1t Of the position,
I am informed, has been brought before
the court for failing to notify infectious
cases. In reference to the management
of the institution, I am told that irrespec-
tive of p)rices paid for certain corn-

modities it is made a strict rule that they
shall be provided. For instance, if
butter happened to be 5s. a pound the
authorities would require the same
amiount as in normal times. -

Hon. B. H. Underwood: That is not
right.

Mr. HEfl'MANN: I have been in-
formed that when, recently, butter was
very high, they took exactly the same
quantity as before. Again, I remember
sending a case down from Oeraldton a
little time ago. It was a stretcher ease,
and the patient was met at the central
station, Perth, by an orderly who care-
lessly left him for a considerable time
while hie went off to ring up the institu-
tion. Later the patient was conveyed
to Claremont, where he lay in the sun
for three or four hours before being taken
to the institution. I hope the Minister
will manifest the same lpersonal interest
in this institution and its officers as I
know he is taking in other departments
and officers wnder his admlisinstation.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Fisheri.,, £4,078:
Item-Chief Insp~ector, £480.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Is this position

connected with that of the Chief Pro-
toctor of Aborigines?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Mr.
Aldrich is the Chief Inspector of Fisheries.
The Secretary, Mr. Bolton, is also secre-
tary for the Aborigines.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Where do you get
your fish supplies from ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Shark
Bay.

Item-Incidental, including postage,
stationery, travelling, upkeep of boats,
exploitation work, and not otherwise
provided for, £650.

Hon. J. -MITCHELL: I see there
is an increase of £181 onl this iteni
over last year. Will the Minister ex-
plain wvhy it is ? It is practically
useless to discuss these items with the
Honorary Minister because of the atti-
tude he takes up. Year by year we
are increasing these itemns.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: We
are not increasing them at all. Last
year we voted £1,050, and this year we
have only voted £650.
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Hon. J. Mitchell: The Government
only needed £469 last year, and this
year the Minister wants £650.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: My
remarks made before tea stand. If
we cut down a charity vote by
£5,000 I accept that as the vote of the
House, and I do not exceed it. These
incidentals are purely estimated, and to
ru the country Ministers must vary
the Estimates at times. In regard to
this item, last year the operations of
the department were reduced to bedrock,
with the result that certain deferred
work had to be undertaken during the
year, such as travelling by the Chief
Inspector, and the upkeep and repairs
of boats and launches. This is the
reason for the incease of £181 this
year. There was wvork which should
have been carried out but which was
not. carried out. This shows that in
framing these Estimates we have not
attempted to deceive the Committee
by indicating a lower expenditure than
we are likely to have to incur. WAe
tried to provide the full amounts that
we thinkt are necessary.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I understand
that Mr. Aldrich will attend to the
expenditure of this Department. If
that is so, I am sure there will be no
extravagance. He is one of the officers
who was brought here under the tenn
of office of thle previous Government.

Vote put and passed.
Vote,-Gaoa. £26,077:
Item-Clerks (2), £302.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Has the
Minister instituted the inquiries he
promised to make in regard to the
prison in Kalgoorlie ? I am informed
that the prison is unsatisfactory and
an unhealthy place for prisoners to be
kept in.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I
have started inquiries, but I have not
yet got a report.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who is making
the inquiries ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: One of
the officers of the department.

Hon. Frank W~ilson: Not the gaoler.
I hope.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: No.
I have brought thle matter under the
notice or the Colonial Secretary, and the
Colonial Secretary promised to have
inquiries made.

Item-Provision, bedding and cloth-
ing, uniforms, fuel, water, machinery
and tools, material for manufacture.
general repairs and alterations, gaols
and quarters. £11,720.

Hon. J. MIUTCHELL: I notice there
is an increase here of £3,674. Will
the Minister explain?

Hion. R. H. UNDERWOOD: This
increase is attributed solely to the
provision and supply of flour and bread
for the military camp at iRottnest. The
bread is baked OIL the island by thle
prisoners, and sold at 21d. a loaf, which
leaves a slight margin of profit. Since
the outbreak of the war, to the 30th
June last, £1,837 6is. 2d. was payable
by the 'Military Department for bread
supplied. The increased contract price
for bread, meat, and flour and other
line of provisions, has also entailed an
additional outlay as compared with last
year. We have to provide for the
flou.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : We h1ave
had a good number of prisoners at
Rottnest since the outbreak of the war.
Is this responsible for the increase of
£3,074 ? The possible revenue to be
got from bread supplied to the Military
Department is £,3,700. Presumably, the
£8,046 expended last year included a
considerable supply of bread to the
Military Department, for which the
Government received payment. Will the
Minister explain?

lion. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The
increase is £3,674 and the revenue for
bread supplied to the Military Depart-
ment is £3,700. We estimate that we
will expend £3,674 more this year, and
that we shall get a revenue of £3,700.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Harbour and Light, JeUies and

trarnwaye, £20,892 :
Item-Light-keepeis (7), £1,092.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Will the

Minister explain why there has been a
decrease on this item of £4,273?
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The
Federal Government have taken over
this work.

Item -Workers' Compensation Act,
1912--Amount transferable to workers'
compensation fund, £1 75-

lion. J. MITCHELL:- The item this
year shows an estimated expenditure
of £175, whereas last year the amount
was £75. W-ill the Minister explain ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I think
the mrember for Northamn can take it
for granted that in the framing of the
Estimates this amount has not been put
in Liwithiout some good cause. We have
to insure the men in case of accident.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There are
26 fewer people employed in the light-
houses and yet the vote is £100 more.

Itemn-Extra remuneration, £C50.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Will the Min-

ister explain the meaning of this item ?
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: It is

quite possible that something may arise
requiring the expenditure of £50, some-
thing that may not have been foreseen.
I am sure hon. members are really not
serious in their criticism. They do not
really expect me to know details of an
item like this.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We expect you
to have the information in your notes.

I-on. R. H. UNDERWOOD: - it
would he for extra labour.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
has not been able to tell us what this
item is for. It was voted last year but
it was not spent, therefore why put it
in again? It is not the amount but there
is a principle i nvolved. I move an
amendment--

That the item be struck out.
Amendment negativ~ed.
Vote put and passed.
Vote-i-Lunacy, £55,735:
Item-Male attendants, £12,768.
Hon. FRANKINWILSON: There is an

increase of £1,746 in this item. Will
the Minister make some explanation
about it ?

Hon. JR. HT. UNDERWVOOD:- Un-
fortunately there is a continual increase
in the number of patients in the Hospital
of the Insane and when that happens
every year it is the proper thing to

anticipate a further increase in the
subsequent year. The staff has been
added to and the cost of provisions is.
considerably higher than it was last
year. Furthermore, there is a slight
increase owing to the various awards
and agreements which have been made
in connection with the attendants.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The ex-
planation,' of the Minister 'is not satis-
factory. What have the attendants
to do with awards of the court? I
notice the increase in the number of
attendants is only four, the staff having
been increased from 121 to 125 and
the expenditure by the sum of £1,746.
Last year we voted £12,329 and we only
spent £11,020. Either we had a large
influx of patients which is very regrettable
or there must he extravagance in con-,
nection with the number of attendants.

Hon. U, 'R. UNDERWOOD: There
are also increments in regard to the lower
paid members of the staff. During the
past year the institution worked short-
handed and this year we are providing
for the full number.

Item-Tailor at 1 3s. per day. £205.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: This seems

to be a newly created office. What is
the tailor supposed to do ?

Hon. R. H. UTNDERWvOOD: He
mends clothes which were previously
sent out of the institution to be repaired,

Ron. J. D. Connolly: They used to
make a lot of clothes there before.

Item-Drivers, two at 10s. per day
(Sundays included), £366.

Ron. FRA.NK WILSON: What about
these drivers ; why are their services
requi red ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWVOOD: These
drivers were previously paid as attend-
ants. The amount paid is in accordance
with the Horse-drivers' Union award.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-M11edical and public. health,

£1I16,839:
Item-Principal Medical Officer and

Commissioner of Public Health, £1,020.

Mr. HEITMAINK: Does the Minister
anticipate making a permanent appoint-
ment in connection with this vacancy
immediately ?
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWVOOD: One
or two schemes have been formulated
and they are to receive consideration.
One takes in the proposal suggested by
the hon. member that we should do away
with the present system of having
a district medical officer who accepts
private practice, and that he should
devote his full] time to his office. Another
proposition has been suggested that we
should divide the offices of Commissioner
of Public Health and Principal Medical
Officer, that is to say appoint one 'nan
for each position. 'Jhe suggestions, how-
ever, have not yet been fully considered
by Cabinet and until a decision has been
arrived at we do not intend to fill the
vacancy.

r. HEITMANN I am pleased to
know that the Honorary Minister is
going into the question of re-organising
this department, but 1 do not think we
would be wvise in creating two positions
as has been suggested. The 'Medical
department is not so much in need of
a medical man to organise and look
after the business side of the hospitals
as it is in want of a business man,
The great mistake is that we make
treatment the first consideration, and
these officers who are working on the
lines of prevention and educating the
public in sanitary matters are not
receiving the consideration given to a
man who is doing the work of restoring
health. When an appointment is made,
I hope an expert in preventive medicine
rather than a medical man will be
selected, in the public health branch
we have a fine set of officers. Dr.
Curnpston told me that Western Aus-
tralia stands in a very enviable position
as regards public health. On the return
of normal times, these public health
officers should receive better recognition.
When a bacteriologist and pathologist
receives a small salary of £552, there is
not much encouragement for men to
follow that line. We have lost this
officer, and I believe it is due to the
smallness of thre salary. WVe pay officers,
whose responsibilities are comparatively
small, £500 and £600 a year, and we
should give greater recognition to the
work of these enthusiasts. They are

accomplishing more than-the best suir-
geons or the best medical advisers in
the State. 'The man who prevents
disease is of more importance than the
'nan who tries to patch it ut).

Item-Inspectors, £2 at £252 ;3 at
£C228 4 at £216 ; 5 at £204; 1 at
£168 £ 3,240.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Do these in-
specters carry out the inspection of
factories?

Hon. i. H. Underwood: Yes.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The Minister

should inquire into the cabinet-making
industry particularly, which is carried
on by Chinese. I amr inforned on good
authority that there are white men
employing Asiatics only. I know of one
case, of which I am failrly sure, and the
furniture produced does not bear the
stamp of Asiatic labour. It is an
imposition that a man employing Asiatics
should pass off his furniture as the pro-
duct of white labour. If these assertions
are correct, I hope the Minister will
have this individual put in his proper
place, so that those who employ white
labour will have an opportunity to
compete.

Item-Secretary and dispenser, £277.
Air. GREEN': What is the reason

for the decrease of £132 in this item?
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I pre-

sume there is another officer, and that
the amount is included under the Wooro-
loo sanatorium.

Item-School of Hygiene, temporary
assistance, £150.

Mr. HEITMANN: I would like to
know if this work is being carried out
sympathetically. I am afraid it is
r-if ting. All we have done to date,
outside of dental matters, is to collect
statistics which are not achieving any
great object. In looking over the report,
it is surprising how many defects have
been discovered amongst school children,
and it is more surprising that Parliament
does not insist on following up the
inspection of school children by treat-
ment. There is a loose system of ex-
amining the children, and informing the
parents advising treatment, and with
the average parent there it ends. The
natural corollary of this work is treat-
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ment, and until we adopt this, the mere
examination of school children will
achieve no good results. Although this
might be regarded as a further instal-
ment of socialism, it is necessary. We
are allowring children to grow up with
these defects, which become more and
more pronounced, and when they have to
undergo a severe test such as that pro-
vided for enlistment, many are rejected.
In Taasmania which eight or nine years
ago started a crusade against disease,
the number of rejects has been the least
of any of the States.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: That might
be due to the fact that they have different
examining officers.

Mr. HEITMALNN:; Perhaps so, but
when they first opened their Public
Health Department they had an en-
thusiast who laid a good foundation
for the subsequent work. An educa-
tional work is being conducted in regard
to public health generally,and is pro-
ducing very good results.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I appre-
ciate the hon. memaber's remarks, but
I must say that I will give them attention
next session. Although £150 is shown
for this work, I fear very little, if any,
of the work will be done during the
current year. We are very short of
doctors, and are in want of medical
men for still more important work than
this. I agree with the hon. member that
when the work is resumned it should be
done in a more uniform manner.

Item-(Wooroloo Sanatoriumn) Chief
Medical Officer, £672.

Mir. SMITH : Will the Honorary
Minister enlighten me on the method of
conveying patients to and from the
Woorolco Sanatorium and the railway
station ? At present, I understand, they
are taken in an open vehicle and this
course has been adopted even during
stormy weather in the case of some
patients in the last stages of consump-
tion. A motor car might, well be pro-
vided:

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: A horse
and buggy have been provided for the
purpose mentioned by the hon. member.
A request has been made, not only for
a motor car, but also for a motor am-

bulance to convoy patients fromi the
City to the Woorolco Sanatorium. How-
ever, we have been told that we must
economise, and it must be borne in
mind that Government motor cars are
sometimes used for other purposes than
those described on the Estimates.
Patients in the last extremity should
not he sent to the Woorolod Sanatorium
at all, but to some other institution.
The Wooroloo Sanatorium is intended
for patients with a chance of being
cured. I think the hon. member for
North Perth had in his mind the case
of an old Coolgardie prospector who,
it has been stated, died as the result of
getting wet when leaving Woorolco.
Dr. Mitchell has informed inc of the
facts, which are that the old 111"R left
of his own accord, that he was well
wrapp)ed up in a rug of the doctor's
and had his own oil skin over that,
and that it was practically -impossible
for him to got wet on the trip. When
the finances are in a better condition
I shall be glad to provide a motor car.

Mr. HEITMAINN:; I am quite con-
viced that everything possible would
be done in such a case by Dr. Mitchell
and his staff. When the patients were
transferred from Coolgardie some bung-
ling occurred at this end, and the un-
fortunate people were forced to walk
2J miles in the drenching rain.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: Two motor
cars were sent up on that occasion.

Mr. HIEITMANX1%: Yes, but some
of the patients were impatient and would
not wait for the cars. In Dr. Mitchell
the State is fortunate in possessing
an absolute enthusiast. No one not
entirely wrapped up in the work could
become a specialist in this p~articular
disease and be content to work for £072
per annm. Of course, it has to be
admitted that the doctor gets a residence
and other privileges, which possibly would
bring up the amount of his remuneration
to about £:900 per anmn. A specialist
in chest diseases, however, could easily'
earn £2,000 a year. Somehow or other,
Parliament has decreed that medical
officers should be paid very small sal-
anies. It is unfortunate for Dr. Mitchell
that he should have such poor material
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for the purpose of showing what mtight
be done in the way of cure.

Mr. Smaith: How do you mean poor
material ?

Air. HEITMIAXN : We simply pro-
vide an institution which unlortuntate
men and women enter when, generally
speaking, they are cases so far gone
that there is no hope of recovery. A
proper organisation would be such that
the moment an individual suffers from
ltung trouble lie or she would be placed
i an institution. We should be able

to mark the progress of the ease, one
way or the other.

Mr. Smith: That would mean compul-
si01n.

Mr. HEITMANN: There is compul-
sion now by notification by medical men.
Moreover, there ought to be clinics for
patients wvho are fit to remain outside
tile institution. At present we have no
organisation wvhatever. I myself have
sent scores of patients over the raiIlvays
of this State, and at one time I found it
most difficult to obtain isolated carriages
for them or to induce people to recognise
the danger of infection. Time after time
I have seen patients travelling with the
ordinary public. In fact, on one occasion
.1 have seen the patients in an ordinary
carriage, and sixc or seven passengers in
the carriage intended for the patients.
One result of this would be that the
carriage used by the patients would not
lie disinfected, whilst that used by the
healthy passengers would be disinfected.
Patients expectorate freely, and yet they
have to be taken into public places, such
as hotels and coffee palaces. If the 'y dis-
elose the disease from which they are
suffering, they' run Ihe risk of being re-
fused lodging: and there should be some
home in the City where they could be
kept pending resumption of their journey
to Wooroloo. Until Parliament demands
that some thoroughly' organised system
should be adopted Ministries, as they
come and go, will not bring about the
necessaryv reforms. Even in times of
stress mioney- should be supplied for this
purpose.

Hon. R,, H. Underwood: WVhere are you
going to get the money? It is easy
enough to vote it.

Mr. HEITMANN : The educational
vote has increased by £122,000 in five
years, and there is no more justification
for increased expenditure on education
than for increased expenditure on public
health.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: We have in-
creased this item also.

Mr. HEITMANN: Yes; but it has not,
in myt' opinion, been increased sufficiently
by a long wvay. Expenditure will be wveill
rejpaidl if we can retard tile pirogress of
the disease.

Item - Perth Children's Hospital,
L,000.

Mr. FOLEY: Last year this item was
increased from £2,500 to £E3,000. 1 was
led to believe that the extra £600 was
voted on the distinct understanding that
a specialist in children's diseases would
be appointed by the managing committee
of the Perth Children's Hospital. Up to
the present I have not heard of any
specialist being appointed. If they are
not going to get a specialist there will be
no need for the £500. Can the Minister
tell ius if any move is being made in the
direction of appointing a specialist? The
hospital committee are bickering among
themselves, and I doubt very muclh if
they intend to get the specialist.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
quite true that this increase was granted
last year on the understanding that a
specialist would be appointed. The
chairman of the hospital committee, Mr.
Lovekin. interviewed me on several occa-
sions in regard to an increase in the
grant, and at last I promised £500 on
the understanding that they would ap-
point a specialist. From what I see in
the Press the present hospital committee
desire to iget away from the understand-
ingz arrived at. If the Honorary Minis-
ter, who is now on the committee, cannot
persuade that committee to abide by their
undertaking, I intend to do my utmost
to prevent this £500 being paid to the
hospital. A specialist in children's dis-
eases is necessary in that hospital. Very
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good work was done there during Dr.
Pearson's regime. His services were
largely sought after. A distinct under-
standing was given that the specialist
would be appointed when the £C500 in-
crease was given, and if the committee
do not carry out their undertaking I wvill
endeavour to prevent the £600 being paid.

Hon. R. H-. UNDERWOOD: I agree
with the Minister for Works that this
additional sum, having been granted for
a specific purpose, should not be paid
if the expert is not appointed. I cannot
say exactly what the objections are to
his ajppointment, but I will probably
knowv a little molre about it after I have
attended a couple of meetings.

Item-Incidental, including travelling,
postage, stationery, mosquito eradication,
and not otherwise provided for, £3, 300.

Mr. SMITH: No dloubt mosquito
eradication is very desirable, hut I shiall
be glad if the Yinister would tell us
something about the methods to be ad-
opted.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD; 'The sys-
tern of mosquito eradication is somewhat
experimental, and I cannot say definitely
what the methods will be. Personally I
think the use of kerosene on water is a
waste of good kerosene, because the mos-
quitos tire not in the water but on the
land. The amount spent on mosquito
eradication last year was £21 Is. 1d.

Vote putl and passed.
Vote-Police, £129,720:
Item-Inspectors, £C1,725.
Air. TAYLOR: Last year we made pro-

vision on the Estimates for inspectors to
be advanced in rotation. I find that
although some of the inspectors have been
moved up to higher positions, the sub-
inspectors have not been thus advanta.
aged. Perhaps the Minister can give as
some reasons for the differentiation.

Hon. R. H. UJNDERWOOD: The in-
spectors have not been put up, for the
sme reason as has prevented other Gov-
ernment employees being put up. We
decided long algo that we would not in-
crease salaries except under special cir-
cumstances. That is why the inspectors
have not been put up.

ir. TAYLOR: Bhit the inspectors have
been pilt up. It is tile sub-inspectors
who have not been advanced. I could
understand the withholding of the higher
paid Jpositions, bitt to lpnt up the inspec-
tor and refuse to advance the sub-inspec-
tor is scarcely economy.

Mr. HEITMIANN; I would draw at-
tention to file extraordinary relationship
which apparently exists between thle
Police Department and the Sunday
Times. Thle department shonld be run
entirely apart from any influence other
thtan that of the Government. Some 12
or IS months ago Warden Troy at Kal-
goorlie atnimadvcrted on the action of a
detective in bringing into court child
wvitnesses two or three years of age, in a
case in wvlich the life of thle defendant
was at stake. On the following Sunday
the Stinday Suit published a strong ar-
ticle dealing with the case and reflecting
on the qualifications of the warden. It
was very clear that the information se-
cured by the paper must have been sup-
plied by a member of the force. In one
case a police constable on the Murchison
was sent a cutting from the Sunday
Times containing an anonymous letter,
and was asked to explain the statements
contained in it. Is that fair treatment?

Mir. Smith: What happened to the
constable 9

Mr. HElIN'IANN: The same as has
happened to many others-sent out of
the department, possibly through the in-
strutnentality of the Sunday Times.

Air. Smith: There must have been good
reason for it.

31r. HE1TAIANN: No public officer
should be called upon to reply to an
anonymous letter in the newspaper. If
the Sunday Times can send such letters
to the department and get an inspector to
forward them to the officer, that paper
has more influence than it should have.
This department should be free from any
such influence. The officer in question
said hie should not be called upon to reply
to an anonymous letter. Later on hie took
exception to the Commissioner's action,
and the Commissioner said that in future
be would not protect this officer, but
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would allow the letters to go in without
comment, or inquiry on his part. The re-
sult was that the paper published the
reason why this officer was transferred
two months before hie himself knew it. Is
that fair? Can the heads of the depart-
mient expect confideuce from the men
when theyv themselves have not confidence
in the men?

Mr. Smith: Did the officer appeal?

Mr. IHfITMANN: I am not concerned
with that. The fact that he could not get
ltne information for two months indicates
a condition of affairs which is wrong.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The general ex-
penses of the Police Department, apart
from the trimmings, such as motor ears
used for other than official purposes,
might well be passed. I wish to draw at-
tention to the order issued at the Com-
missioner's instigation, as disclosed by
the papers laid on the Table, which indi-
cated that tile Commissioner and inspec-.
tor exceeded their duty, and, to try to
shecet home their indictment, adopted
methods which would be no credit to any
department. According to the papers,
Tnspector Drewry' was instructed by the
Commissioner to issue an order thait the
police were drinking in hotels in Perth
until their conduct had become a positive
scandal. We have to look at the papers
to find how the ordinary ranker in the
police force is likely to fare if he gets
up against authority. The Commissioner
went out of his way to justify his action
by mentioning an incident which occurred
iii New Zealand years ago. He had not
the pluck or courage to record a charge
against one man, but put on record that
a constable going into an hotel, asked
that drinks lie put down to the Commis-
sioner of Police or to the sergeant. That
might have happened. The man alleged
to have made that statement has gone to
his final rest in Gallipoli. The Commnis-
sioner, in trying to bolster up a very
weak ease, pleaded successfully with the
Colonial Secretary to support his action.
He pointed out that it was commonly
rumoured amongst the police that one
particular constable had the backing of
the Labour party behind him, and he said

that without discipline the police and the
Labour party could not succeed.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot deal with the Commissioner; he
must sjpeak on the item of inspectors.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The Commis-
sioner's order was objected to by 40 or
50 constables. They signed their protest
and asked for a copy of the order ob-
jected to, but were paraded before the
inspector and asked to decide whether
they would stand by their written pro-
test. Only three of the number were pre-
lparedl to stand by their protest.

Hfon. J. Mitchell: Probably they did
not know what they had signed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That information
was given by other officers in the Police
Department. It was given by detectives.
The Commissioner of Police knew who
the guilty parties were. I think not more
than one man was guilty, and that man
need not be discussed now.

Mr. Taylor: Do you think the dete-
tives knew that?

Mr. O'LOGHLsEN: I will not say
there were not two or three men, but the
Commissioner knew who the men were,
and should have dealt with them. The
Commissioner-

The CHAiR'MAN: The bon. member
must deal with the inspectors and not
wi th the Commissioner.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The inspector was
not prepared to divulge the name of the
person who gave the information, but ac,-
cording to the remarks of the inspector
contained in the papers, two constables
in uniform were seen leaving an hotel on
Sunday. The inspector knew who they
were, and yet no action was taken by the
department. Yet because one man or-
ganised that protest, he was penalised by
having an adverse statement put on his
personal Mie. This department appears
to he run on extraordinary lines. When-
ever a superior officer, particularly the
head of a department, has a complaint
to make, he seems to confer with the
Minister before expressing an opinion,
and if the Minister is favourable that
opinion stands and is irrevocable. When
an inspector receives complaints and has
a knowledge of the guilty parties, he
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should punish them. The inspector had
a knowledge of the guilty parties in this
conuection, but instead of punishing
them hie branded the whole force in the
city as a lot of drunkards. He refused
to give the name of the guilty party, and
put up the plea that otherwise he would
be breaking faith with a respectable citi-
zen. If any such citizen claims to be re-
spectable, he should not allow a body of
men to be penalised owing to the faults
of one or two who were known to the
authorities. On those papers also it is
stated that the police of Western Aus-
tralia enjoy more privileges and free-
dom, and are better paid than any force
in the British Empire. I think that is
not correct.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not make a speech dealing with the
whole of the Police Department. He
must speak on the item of inspectors.

Arr. QILOSHLEN: I will deal with
those items as we come to themn. In re-
gard to the influence exercised by the
Sunday imes, it is an extraordinary
fact that the Sunday Times seems to get
]nformation in preference to any other
paper in the State. Perhaps that is
shrewd journalism.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Has that been
tra ced to the inspectors?

M r. O'LOGHLEN: If an officer exceeds
-his duty the inspectors are responsible.

Hon. Frank Wilson; Have the inspec-
tors given the information to tile Sunday
limes?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I want to know
who was responsible for a n= on cycle
duty one Sunday morning taking a copy
of the paper to the Commissioner's pri-
vale house.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member
is reverting to the Commissioner.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: In connection with
the inspectors, I asked for particulars in
reg' ard to the drinking in hotels and the
charge levelled against the police force,
and was told less than at week ago that
the information could not be obtained, as
several files would have to be looked up.
There must be absolute chaos in the
Police Department if the few questions
T ask cannot be answered. In regard to

the general allegation of drunkenness
against members of the pollee force, I
would say that less than a month ago,
one constable was brought in off the street
drunk and paraded hefore the inspector,
who sent him home to his private house.
On tthe next day he came backr and went
on duty, and was once more brought in
off the street in a state of drunkenness
and sent to his home. That is aUl the
punishment that was meted out to this
officer. The Minister should not make
fish of one man and flesh of another.
During the last three weecks I have heard
of inspectors who have been unable to
get on their trains to go home at night.
These have been inspectors located in the
city of Perth. I suppose they were com-
ing from flik clubs after going off duty.
If an inspector of police is going to pen-
alise members of the force who are below
him for conduct unbecoming in a police-
man, he should conduct himself properly,
even if lie is off duty.

Ron. Frank Wilson: The hon. member
seems to he endeavouring to prove a
general charge of drunkenness against
the police.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am proving a
charge against certain individuals. When
an inspector knows that a constable has
been brought off the streets twice for
drunkenness he should certainly recog-
nise that it is part of his duty to deal
with that constable. and should' not issue
a general slander against the whole of
the police force and say that all members
of it arc drunkards. He knows who the
guilty people are, and that being so, he
should den! with them in particular. T
object to a general reflection on the whole
force and to the real delinquents being
allowed to go free. I am not prepared
to say any more on this point until we
come to thie items. I missed my oppor-
tunity on the general discussion.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I have
no intention whatever of replying to the
charges made by the member for Forrest.
I am convinced that they are absolutely
unfounded, and of too extravagant a
nature to he taken seriously.

NTr. GEORGE: The Honorary Minis-
ter does not seem to realise the serious-
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ness of the accusation. The member for
Forrest, with considerable force, has
made charges agaiinst inspectors and con-
stables of the police force and inferen-
tially against the Commissioner of Police.
As a ratepayer myself, I do not feel at
all easy when I bear that the guardians
of the peace are: on the showing of the
hon. member, conducting themselves in
this manner. The hon. member abso-
lutely justified the circular Which was
issued in connection witb members of the
police force drinking in hotels. It seems
to me that the Committee would be fail-
ing in its duty if it did not take the mat-
ter up. We have also had complaints in
regard to the Sunday Times getting- in-
formation from the Police Department.
which other newspapers do not get.

Tfhe Premier: Who made complaints
against the Sunday Times?

Mr. GEORGE: The member for Ocr-
aldton.

Mr. Heitmann: Nothing of the kind.
Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member made

complaints against the police for allow-
ing the Sunday Times to have so much
brain and business acumen as to get in-
formation before the constables them-
selves could get it. That, at all events,
is a complaint against the paper for be-
ing too enterprising.

Item-Clot-hing, forage, shoeing and
saddlery, travelling and transport, up-
keep of motor-car, £16,4.10.

Alr. O'LOOHLEN: I would like to
hear from the Honorary 'Minister the
reason for the increase in this item of
£1,196. There is too much extravagance
in this department, particularly with re-
gard to the use of the motor-ear. It has
become a habit for departmental officers
to utilise Government motor-cams on
every possible occasion. I have been in-
formed on good authority that the Com-
missioner of Police utilised this car to
make a trip to his farm at Ongerup, and
also that he utilised it on the occasion of
his son's marriage. I am not quite cer-
tain as to the latter complaint. As a
protest against expenditure of the State's
money in his fashion, I move an amend-
met-

That the item be reduced by £196.
HFon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I trust

that the amendment will not be carried.
There has been some development in this
country, and as we open it up it is neces-
sary to establish police stations in vani-
ouis parts of the State. For instance,
along the Goc mailing and Muilewa rail-
way lines we will have to establish three
or four new stations. In the wheat belt
we shall also have to form hranch sta-
tions. The motor-car is only a circum-
stance in the increased expenditure which
is thus broughbt about. The Premier
points otit that although the vote may
show an increase over last year, there
may really be a reduction through the
use of the motor-car, because previously
constables wbre obliged to travel by
train. Without a motor-ear the Police De-
partment would be in an absurd position.
Men engaged in this class of work must
have a motor-car. It is bringing things
down to a low strata when members
bring charges against a responsible offi-
cer to the effect that he is using a Gov-
erment car to visit his farm and in con-
nection with his son's wedding. There is
no doubt that this car has been of great
service in the Police Department, and
has enabled officers to do a great amount
of work which they could not otherwise
have done. I am certain that members
would not desire to prevent the 'Police
Department from having the use of the
ear. T do not think it is adivsable to
make the reduction asked for. As I
pointed out, there will be extra cost in
the police force and particularly in the
incidlental item. The motor-car is abso-
lately necessary* for the police force, and
it receives as good usage as any other
motor-ear in the Government service.

Mr. GEORGE:- I do not think it should
go ont that this Committee would sanc-
tion the use of 'a Governmen~t motor-ear
by an individual, who had the right to
use it officially, for his private business,
though, of course, in a case of emergency
no one would grumble.

Amendment put and negatived.
Item-Extra remuneration, £100.
Mr. GEORGE: What is the explana-

tion of this item?
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The ex-
planation is that it might be wanted.

Mx. George: Wanted for what
Han. R. H. UNDERWOOD: For ex-

tra remuneration.
Mr. GEORGE: This is making a bur-

lesque of the Estimates. The item may
be ill right, but more explanation should
be given. In all my experience of Par-
liament I have never seen so bald an
item.

The Minister for Mines: It is for offi-
cers filling higher positions.

Mr. GEORGE: It cannot be for that
at all.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The note
I have referring to this item is that the
item is the same as last year and &hat
frequently calls are made on the item
from entirely unexpected sources.

Mr. GEORGE: I move an amend-
ment-

That the item be struck out.
The memorandum read by the Honorary
Minister is impertinent, and I object to
it very strongly. The money of the peo-
ple should not be tricked with in this
way.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: We have
had a tremendous lot of discussion to-
night on tiny, miserable things. This
item for extra remuneration has appeared
again and again on the Estimates. It
may be for some extra duty done by offi-
cers, or in respect of officers relieving
others. No Minister has ever explained
wvhat the item is for when it has not
occurred. It simply represents a possi-
bility.

Mr. George: It did not appear last
year.

Hon. RI. H. UN{DERWOOD: Then a
mistake was made l5M year.

Mr. George: It is a new item, and some
further explanation should be given.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I hope
members will not strike the item out. By
the same token, I do not care much if
they do.

Mr. GEORGE: Are we to play the
fool in this Chamber, and act the giddy
"oat?

The CHAIRMAN: Order 1The lion.
member should not make a remark like
that, wvhich is a reflection on the Comn-
inittee.

Mr. GEORGE: T withdraw, Sir. The
item has not ap~peared year after year,
as stated by the Honorary Minister. If
we do not question it now, we do not
know what it may grow to in years to
come. The only exlilaation which has
been offered is a memorandum which is
inmpertinent and impudent.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hen. H. B. LEFROY: In connection
with this item may I ask what "Search
for 'Wanderer II.1' means?

Hon. R.. H. UNDERWOOD: The
"Wanderer I121 was a lugger lost in the
North-West. I think thie Dwyer brothers
wvere lost in her.

Mr. CARPENTER: I observe that the
item "Launch for Fremantle" has not
been repeated. Do the Government not
propose to supply the port of Fremantle
with a police launch! Nothing has yet
been done. There will bea great dis-
appointment at Fremantle if it is found
that the Government have abandoned the
proposal altogether. Every good port
has a police launch, and we want one at
Fremantle.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The pro-
posal has not been entirely abandoned,
but owing to financial stringency has
been postponed. Fremantle has been an
imp~ortant port for 25 years and has got
on without a police launch so far, and
therefore should be able to get through
this year without one.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : When the
'"Waratnh" was there she was never used.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: When
we have the money to spare, a launch
will he supplied.

Vole put and passed.
This completed the Estimates of the

Colonial Secretary's Department.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.
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LOAN ESTIMATES, 1915-16.
Mlessage.

Message fromu the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation
for the Loan Estimates, 1915-1.6.

is Committfee of Supply.
TJhe House resolved into Committee of

Supply for the purpose of considering
the Loan Estimates, 'Mr. Holman in the
Chair.

Vote-Departmcn tal, £70,96:
The PREMIER AND TRIEASURIER

(Rion. J. Seaddau-Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[10.32]: In introducing the Loon Esti-
mates it is usual to make some reference
to the public debt and the Joan transac-
tions of the previous year. I will, there-
fore, deal with these sections in as com-
prehensive a manner as possible. Upon
the outbreak of the war the London
market became practically' closed to tile
State, but fortunately, as a result of my
visit to the Eastern Statesi, I was able to
arrange with the Conimoawealh Govern-
ment for a loan of £3,100,000, to be paid
in monthly instalments commencing in
December last. For the time being we
are paying- 4 / per cent. interest on these
advances, which are covered by two years
Treasury bills. Hon. members will notice
that 41/A per cent. is higher than the
amount which we are permitted to pay
uinder the Inscribed Stock Act. I intend
shortly to introduce a Bill which will en-
able us to increase the interest payable
to 5 per cent. I may explain tbat the
interest is to be adjusted in accordance
with the terms under which the Common-
wealth Government are ultimately able
to raise the money in London. Up to the
30th June last £1,808,331 was paid to
the State on account of this loan, portion
of the money being paid in London in
accordance with our requirements and
thus saving exchange on remittances. In
addition to the Commonwealth loan we
issued local Treasury bills for £C339,750,
also £316,215 in continuation of the cur-
rent issue of local 4 per cent, stock at £97,
also £C154,000 of 41/2 per cent. Treasury
hills in London. From. the sources I have
thus enumerated we received last year

£2,610,425, which, with a balance of
£1,189,524 carrie1 over from the. previous
year, provided the sum of £3,799,949 for
credit of the General Loan Fund. The
expenditure was £2,521,608, leaving a
balance to the credit of the Loan Accouint
at thle end of the year of £1,378,341.
This is accounted for in the deficit in
stores, and in cash,

Hon. 3. Mitchell: How much cashl
The PREMIER:. It is shown in the

"Public Accounts" now, before members.
Ron. J. Mlitchell: Up to June?
The PR1EMIERI: The bon. member will

find all the particulars in the schedules
which ate attached to the Loon Estimates.
Our loot] operations for last year were to
an extent restricted, compared with the
previous and recent years; at the same
time we expended £2,521,608 upon Loaa
Account, also £E18,165 from the Loan
Suspense Account, which on the whole
was £380,417 less than the expenditure
for 1913-14 and £,332,190 less than was
outhorised in the Loan Estimates. Thle
expenditure for last year included
£602,475 for assistance to settlers and
industries, £C271,611 Agricultural Bank
advance, £21,962 for water supplies in
agricultural districts, £70,450 in con nec-
lion with State smelting and advances on
copper ore at Ravensthorpe, £55,00 for
the establishment of Plant and Stock
Suspense Account. £97,500 on workers'
homes, and £68,081 on metropolitan
waterworks, thus leaving a balance
of £1,334,529 expended on public works,
etc. I have had a return prepared for
the information of hon. members showing
the expenditure in detail last year end
also for the first three months of the cur-
rent year. That is attached to the state-
mnent which has been supplied to hon.
members. I may now be permitted briefly
to refer to the statement so frequently
made, particularly by the leader of the
Opposition, that we have indulged in ex-
Iravagant expeniditure of Loan Funds.
I would like to make a comparison be-
tween our Loan expenditure in the year
1914-15 and that of the Liberal Govern-
ment, whose head was the present leader
of the Opposition. Tn 1910-11 the loan
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expenditure of the then Government
aniounted to £1,500,000, and 1914-15 to
£2,500,000. Of this amount £602,110 re-
presented cash found for assistance to set-
tlers, £271,611 was cash found for the
Agricultural Bank and £21,962 was cash
found for water supplies in agricultural
districts, making a total tinder those three
beads of £8S95,683, largely for the pur--
pose of keeping the settlers on their hold-
in. S

Hon. J. Mitchell: For water supplies?

The PREMIER: I am speaking of ex-
penditure in addition to that which was
necessary in 1910-11. Then wve have to
add to that £68,081 expended in connec-
tion with the metropolitan wvaterworks,
£60,000 speiit in connection with the
State smuelters and advances on copper
ore, £97,500 for the provision of workers'
homes, and £55,000 for the purce of
plant, stock, etc., that merely bing a
book-keeping entry in order to I ut the
amount in proper legal form in accord-
alice with the instructions of the Auditor
General. The amount had to be found
from loan for the purpose of making
that adjustment. Those items total
£28,681, or adding the two we get a
grand total of £C1,170,264, represented
in our Iotal loan expenditure Of
£2,621,608 last year. Deducting those
items on which we spent money
wvhichi was not necessary in 1q10-
11, we find that our expenditure in 1914-
15 was £176,000 less than that of 191.0-
11. What I want hon. members to un-
derstand from my statement is that that
money which has been found arid spent
from Loan Funds was previously iii a
large measure provided for under speci al
Acts, but brought uinder the Loan Act in
order to simp)Ijfy the method of book-
keeping. Bad seas~ons and war forced uts
to provide the total which I have given,
namely £8S95,683, to assist settlers, lpracti-
cally in round numbers a million pounds.

Hon. J. Mitchell: A long way off a
million.

The PREMIER :
mention this is that,
amnounts mentioned

The reason why T
secondly. the other

were previously

financed tinder special Acts and not from
General Loan Fund. Now they are. The
Agricultural Bank was previouly financed
by debentures issued from the Savings
Bank, but we have altered that and now
the Savings Bank take up our inscribed
stock and we then find the money, if
there is any available in the Savings
Bank, for the purpose of the Agricultural
Bank, and it becomes a part of our
national debt, as it should be. Previously
that was not the case. Thirdly, the State
smelters' advances and workers' homes
are new and represented by assets which
are being paid off as sales are effected
and by instalments received respectively.
So that by comparison our expenditure
last year on public works, excluding
those I have mentioned, as against that
of 1911, shows that we have brought
about a reduction of loan expenditure on
public works amounting to £175,000.
Whint I Want to impress on hon. mem-
bers is that the conditions over which we
had no control, namely, drought and
war, compelted uts to find this additional
money to spend in new avenues, which
the previous Government were not called
upon to find, and in making comparisons
of toan expenditure, I say it is only fair
to uts and to the country to remark that
the expenditure under these conditions
over which we had no control, has not
increased. However, I do not wish to
pursue that any furttier. Our estimated
loan expenditure this year as set out in
the Estimates before hon. members,
amounts to £2,103,881, as against
£2,521,608 actually expended last year,
showing an estimated decrease of
£417,727 against the actual expenditure,
not the estimated exp~enditure, of last
year. Hon. members wvill notice, as
usual, that the Loan Estimates are set
out tinder departmental heads. The first
is termed departmental. It is really ex-
penditure on salaries and other expenses
incidental to loan operations. This shows
an amount of £70,967 as against £81,780
expended last year, or a decrease of
£1I0,813. But even this cannot be accepted
as final or correct, but is based on the
estimated exp~enditulre. If the expendi-
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lure is less than anticipated this' item
will hie redluced accordingly. It is
arriv-ed at by anl apporuionment of the
dlep art merital sailaries anid expienses he-
iween the- loan and revnT1ue expenditure.
On our Revenue Estimates certain pro-
vision is made for recoups on loans, be-
c-ause all the salaries are voted onl Revenue
l'stimates, and nc-cording to the amiount
of work pierformed on revenue or on loan
expenditure the apportionment, is made.
Railways and tramways showv a provision
of £C685,975, as against an expenditure
last year of £665,085, or -an estimantedl
increase of £:19,090. The increase is
largely due to the electric power station,
requiring £C33,892, that being a lia-
bility for material ordered Inst year.
accounts for which wiltlibe rendered this
year, and for the completion of the works
which we anticipated. when we submitted
the Estimates Inst year, would have been
completed and paid for last tinancial
year. Hon. members will notice that
there was an under-draft onl that vote
last year of considerably niore than the
increase shown this year. Also tramnways
show an iiicrease of £06,000. That is due
to extensions and to the relaying of the
tramnline in Mfurraty-street, fund neces-
sary on nc-count of tile Condition of thle
road in Hay-street and] the cuntrestion of
traffic in that ihurotulifare. I I is 1ro-
posed to extend thle Crawley tramn to
NKedlands. This will facilitate traffic and
will also hie a good pflyimr llrol'tiSition.'
It k is ah intended to i l ictae the line
in Oxfu,-d-street. TI!;s is not so ri-ei.,

excep~t that thle City council are noxious
to remake that r-oad, and fromt t14. lwit
of view of the taxpay' er aind railepayer
it will hie economical if tilie duldication is
mnade at the same( lime as the conciil mire
r-eniakingl thre rood. I-arhours and rivers,
rei recent £157 V33, as aainsst- C115.608
1,a'% Year. tI e principal 00e'us of ext-erti-
lure hein, Alb'nnv. B-nlprarv. O;r-raliton.

and Freman' le harbon r works. There
are two flew itms uin'der this hevadingl.
niamely. Esperanee and Wyndliham ief-
ties, the former being an amount of
12.000 and] the latter £15.000. TIher- '000
is required for the commencement of the

[621

work. lint its- compiletion, of course, will
cost considerably miore.

Mr. 'Paylor: Have you an idea of the
estimate?

The PREMIER: No. Thle Mlinister in
charge will lie able to give that informia-
tion to the Committee when we reach the
item. Under Water Supply and Sewer-
age, the estiinatedl expenditure for thle
year is £337,120 as against an actual ex-
penditure 1n4; year of £236,102, being a's
increase of £:101,1.08. That appears to
be a very large increase, hut I mnax ex-
plain thiat the principal item responsible
is "Water Supply for towns generally."
Hon. mnembers will lherc notice an itemi
of £91,5S0. as against an expenditure of
914,532 for last Year. Of ihe increase
2C57.000 is due to the Water Supply 1)e-
partment undertaking thie provision of
water supply for towns and railway pair-
poses combined]. Previously the one de-
partmnent was providing wvater for town
purposes, while the Railways wcr sup-
plying water for their ow n purposes.
There was at times a duplication, in-
volving unneessary expenditure. Now
the two departments have been brought
together for the puirpose of water supply.
and so the supplies for towns and rail-

anve canine uinder thle one vote.
Mr. rraylor : The Water Supply

Department were supplying the rail-
ways.

The PREMIER : That is so. The
whole of the Kupply was provided for
all pulrposes. We have also provided
£14,000 for the progress of the Collie
water suipply. VI 1,000 for the craldton
-No. 2 scheme, and E6,000 for wate~r
stlply at Mloora. To comiplete the
supplies for town and railway purposes
which will continence tnder this vote,
it is estimnated. that E12-100 will be
required ; but it is anticipated that
we will have spent only £91 .000 bjy the
end of the financial vecAr. That will
include water supplies at lBrnokton.
Bolgart, lunevgKatanning. N-\nrrcx
gin, ]3ridgetown, Kojoni p. Tambeivl lp,
and other entrrs. Thu other principl
incrca';o tinder the heading of "Water
Supply and Sewerage " is I" Walter supply
in agricultural districts," including drain-
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age and irrigation, E72.A00 being pro-
vided on that item, as against £21,961
expended lest year. But of that in-
crease £45,500 is necessary to complete
the lHarvey irrigation schemne No. 1,
and £4,000 for drainage on tile re-
puarchased estate at Harvey, being;£493,500
in slant direction alone. I hope the
members for Bunbury and Murray-
Wellington h-ave noted those figures.

Mr. Themesc5 The itemn for Harvey
is the only one I can discover for the
Sout-h-West.

The PREMIER: That represent8

about £50,000. If wve undertake one
thing at a time and do it wvell. it is
preferable to doing patch work all
over the place and getting no results.
From this expenditure at Harvey, we
expect to establish a large and pros-
perous irrigation settlement and, when
that has been. completed, we shall be
able to continue our operations in the
South-West. A stun of £3,000 is pro-
vided 'fr the construction of tanks in
the agricultural areas of the Norseman-
Esperance district. Under the heading
of developmrent of goldfields and Liinera]
resources, £84,451 is provided, being a
decrease of E11.203 on last year's ex-
penditure. Of the amiount of the vote
£60,000 is ia connection with advances
on ore and working expenses in con-
nection with the State smelter at Ravens-
thios-pe. Dev-elopmnent of agriculture
accounts for over half a maillion of the
total estimiated expenditure. This is
about £4,000 less than xi-ns actually
expended last year, the expenditure
last year having been £054,223. It is
anticipated that approximately £400,000
of the amount advanced to settlers
last year will he repaid this year and
again advanced to settlers, which
will mean that the atuan expendi-
ture-although not representing all
new cash-will be approximately the
same as was advanced last year. For
roads and bridges £59,000 is provided
Ms against £109,039 last year, a decrease
of L50,000. However, there is one
increase under this heading namely,
for new roads in country and goldfields
districts, principally for feeders to rail-
wave. Last year we expended for this

purpose 14.715. and this year it is:
estimated that we will require an eX-
penditure of £10,000 to provide essential
feeders to enable settlers to get their-
crops to the ra ilwiays.chiefly to thoea
lines whiich were opened and handed over
to the Working Railways, last year,

Mr. Taylor: That will be for this
harvest.

The PREMI1ER : We are doing our
best to complete themn for this harvest.
Under the final heading, other under-
takings, there is provision for £168,04:4
being a decrease of £55,1 73. Of this
estimated expenditure, no less than
£140,000 is represented in the purchase
by bonds of the new Diesel ship which
means that the actual cash which kvill
have to be found for that purpose will
be less the £140,000 being provided
for by bonds. No provision has been
made for the phiantom ship mentioned
by the Daily News. The expenditure
from general loan funds for the first
three months of the financial year to the
30th September last was about £E385,000.
At that date, after deducting this Suu,
the cash available was £388,576. In
other words, to the end of September
we had expended £385,000 and still had
cash to the anmount cif £388,576 avail-
able. To this sum must. be added
the balance of the Commionwealth loan
of £516,666 which is payable this mionth,
and next month, making a total amount
of cash, available of £905,242. Taking
into account the amnount due from-1 the
Commonwealth this mionth and next
mnonth, we have this am-ount of £005,242
actually available to-day. From this
sum must be dedtucted Treasury Bills
maturing before the 30th June next
amounting to £:311,500, leaving a bal-
ance of abouat £594,000 to mneet loan
expenditure for the remaining nine
months of the financial year. I expect
that a fair proportion of these Treasury
Bills will be renewed, although at pre-
sent I think that somne of those held by
the Conunonw~ealth will have to be inet.
These Treasur, 1Bills were issued at the
outbreak of tILe war iii accordance with
the arrangement with the then Federal
Treasur-er that the State should receive
so many notes for the gold it put tip.
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Bills were issued for 12 months to cover
the notes and the Federal Treasurer
is now, demanding the repayment of
those Bills. I hope he will not insist
upon the repayment, but if he does,
the amiount will have to he deducted
from the amount due by the Common-
wealth to the State this month and
next month. However, I have stated
the position its it will he if I have to
meet all the Treasury Bills falling due
and if none are renewed. As I have
said, we will have £594,000 to meet loan
expenditure for the remaining nine
months of the financial year. It is
expected that about £100,000 will be
made available through the Agricultural
Bank by the repayment of advances;
£50,000 for the sale of copper in con-
neetion with the Ravensthorpe oper-
ations, and £.145,000 by a special sale
of inscribed stock in connection with
the purchase of the "Kangaroo," making
a total of about £890,000 to meet the
estimated expenditure on loan account
of £1,718,881 for the remaining nine
months of the financial year, or an
actual shortage of cash of about £830,000
if we expend according to our Estimates.
I regret that I am unable to state at
the present time how this money will be
raised. A committee representing the
States was; appointed at the Premiers'
conference, and this coummittee is ne-
gotiating with the Federal Government
and the Home authorities with a view
to raising sufficient funds to meet the
requirements of the States, but up to
the present finality has not been reached.
The requirements of the States are now
under consideration by the Imperial
Government. Should the Federal Goy-
erment or the Imperial Government
not be in a position to come to the
assistance of the State, a stoppage of
the works will without doubt result.
I sin endeavouring to raise money
locally by the issue of Treasury Bills
which are' now% on the market at 4 per
cent, for two vearus with the right of
renewal on the l~vt of the Government
for a further period of two years.

Mr. Jamt s C;ardiner :Can you tit t0ie
preilt jt ret uIC ii,:;ue them at 4'4 per'
centt.

The PREMIER: We can issue
Treasury Bills up to 5 per cent., but
we cannot issue stock although I have
a Bill before the House to enable Ine to
issue stock at 5 per tent. I would like
to give members more detailed infor-
mation in connection with our nego-
tiations with the Federal Government,
but I think it would be unwise while
the negotiations are pending to say
more than that it was felt by the States
that during the war there should be
only one borrower for the Commonweealth
and the States on the markets of Aus-
tralia, and London. We thought the
one borrower should rather be the
Commonwvealth than any of the States
acting singly or together and, for tis
purpose, we were desirous of meeting
the Federal Treasurer and trying to
arrange with him to raise the moneys
on behalf of the States as wast done in
connection with the loan of £,3,100,000
we obtained last year. Unfortunately,
the Federal Treasurer proposed con-
ditions which were not acceptable to
the States and, unless he is prepared to
waive some of those conditions, I anm
afraid we shall not be able to raise the
money or come to an arrangement to
allow only one borrower to appear on
the marketL

Mr. Jamies Oardiiter :Could not you
arrange that wit), (he other States

The PREMIER : In this connection
Western Australia arid Queensland ti-e
affected more than the other States for
reasons which are obvious to all lion.
memnbers. Vietoria and New South
W\ales arid perhaps South Australia-,
though not to the saame extent bitt Iiore
so than Queensland or Western Aus-
tralia, have passed through the stage
we in Wes~terni Australia are now passing
through. We have about one-third of
the Commonwealth to develop--a vry
large area with at very sinal I population,
arid the population will not increase and
the desired development cannot take
place unless there is an expenditure
of capital in the direction of extending
the r~ilv.ay qty:seni and rnaldng pro-
vi:;'n for the extemiiion of harbounra to
;:ve facilities for our products to be

;- fd on the markets of the world as
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economically as possible. 'Unless money
is available for such works as these,
things mnust remain at they are and
in view of this fact 1 contend that loan
expenditure in Western Australia must
considerably exceed per head of the
population that of any other State
of the Commnonwealth, if Western Aus-
tralia is going to make that progress -which
we all anticipate and hope for. Victoria
has already passed through this stage.
The Under Trreasurer of Victoria in-
formed me when I was in Melbourne
last time that his state was passing
through a stage similar to that which
Western Australia was passing through.
He stated that the loan expenditure
was heav'y, and, m-oreover , that in the
extension of their railway system into
out-lying districts for the purpose of
encouraging development the railways
were actually being operated at the loss
of £1,000 a day for every day in the
year. tinder these circumstances ]'think
we can congratulate ourselves that our
own railway systemr, at least, is not
being run at a very great loss, and that
in nor-mal seasons it is shiowiing us a
handsome profit, notwithstanding the
fact that we are pushing forward our
railways into districts which are but
sparsely populated. This, I maintain,
is creditable, alike to the Governmnent
and the Commjissioner of Railways. The
condition which the Federal Treasurer
proposed to impose upon the State. if
lie is going to approach the money
market as a borrower for the States,
could not be acceptable to a State
like Western Australia. I do not think
I am betraying any confidence if I men-
ti on that the Federal Treasurer desires
to impose a condition that hie shall,
if the States and the. Connmonwealth are
acting together, bc the final arbiter
as to the amount which shall be ax-
pended by the States. It must be
borne in mind, however, that he is not
resp)onsible to the citizens of the States,
that lie is not answerable to them.
The State Governments are answerable
to the citizens and should, therefore,
take the responsibility of saying what
amount of money is required for the
purpose of carrying out necessary public

works. Further, the Federal TFrensuier
wishes to impose a condition upon the
States that the expenditure shall not
exceed a certain amuount per head of
the population. Tlhat cannot be the
basis upon which loan raising should
be fixed. I1 may point out that all the
States do not raise money on the -samne
basis. We in W\es tern Australia raise
money for the purpose of financing the
Agricultural Bank, for the purpose of
financing the settlers in times of stress,
and in making advances to assist in-
dustries, such aws advances against copper
and the like ; and we also have to make
financial arrangements for the provision
of harbours and water supply, while
none of the other States find money for
similar purposes. To restrict Western
Australia to so much loan money per
head of the population, based on what
maight be considered to be a fair pro.
portion of expenditure in a State like
Victoria, is unfair to Western Australia,
where there is so much developmental
work to be carried on, and unfair also
to Australia, if this State is considered
a part of it. Under these circumustances
we are to-day tip against difficulties which,
I am very mnuch afraid, we will not
be able to surmount. Anticipating
troubles in that direction, we have
placed ourselves in commuunication-the
States acting together-with the Agents
General in London, who are consulting
with the Chancellor of the Exchiequer,
anti from whomn we should be in receipt
of some information in the Very near
future. In connection with the cash
required, wye have to take into account
the fact that probably before the end
of the calendar year, that is at the end
of the first half of the finanicial year. on
31st December next, an additional £150,.
000 in cash will he required to meet the
probable shortage of revenue. I esti-
mate that we will probably go to the
bad to the extent of £1O6,000 to £E15O,000
on the revenue account by the end of
December. This money, however, w~ill
be recouped to us during the second half
of the financial year when repayments
are made on advances and tim harvest
proceeds are delivered ; but the cash
must be there to mecet the shortage, and
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that will bare to be povided fur from
loan fund.

Mr.t- James. Gardiner: That wviil bring
it dlown to £130,000?

VNr Tay'l'vor: Thai will lie recouped
durinir the next halt year, I suppose?

'Tile PREM11I'1{ Yes. The nisuaj
information which is provided for tiw
purpose of giving memcibers informationt
with regard to the progress made upon
tile dillerent works, for which provision
was1 mande last year, aind also inforination
regarding thle p)rogress that is expectedi
to bie made during tile current year, i
attached to the Estimtes. A simiaryv
is also at inched of the nnexpendetl
balance of loan anthorisations. on the lasti
Estimates, and the works provi, ion
under1c thle Loan Bill. ''ie Loanlii Bi,

hiiCh Wvill be introduced later, Will 111111(
provision for 1hle raising of funds whieroi
the loan athlorisations already provided
will not bie suflicient to meet thne esti-
nialed 101111 exi eniditure Up to Marchl,
19)17. That is shown in tie schtetilo
at taclied at the rear of the ll Esti.
mlates. 1Hcii. ilhllieiS will find tho
anjniiit I1 have nieti oled in collural it)
011 page 31. Thle detailed inforliilion
wthI regmiiil to filie loan0 expenditire
and the Estimates for the current yeau
Will be supplied by the 'Ministers whetn
dealing with i heir various departments.
I do not tink there is ainy furl ier in4
formation which it is necessary .1 should4
,live to iembeis', except to saly that thle
present outlook is not bright. Al tho
same t imec, howev-er, we are advisedl
lull suibject toi the approval of thiu

Chanlcellor of tile Exchecquer, there is
not likely to lie very mu itch ditlicuilty in'
findlin- tie necessary' money for tho
ipuripose ot earrying en thie public work,
wich ale reloiiired during- the enisinin
year. Ml the Slates aplpreciate tile fai,
lthat fle war r-eqUirernent; nliist I nku
precedence over I le requirements of I liu
States. We are prepared. when entei'iniz
into negotiationw with tile Prime Min-,
ister of the Commonwealtih, to allow.
him, first to mecet thle war expenditure
even on the Auistralian market, and to
agree not to approach the market until
be has satisfied all his requirements in

connction with the wvar. After that,
however, we consider ftat heire should
be no0 restriction uIpon thle 'States inl
tile way of borrowing' money if dio
nioney is there, and that thle States should
lie able to obtain it for thle purpose of'
carrying on public works. We are toirt
that if our requtiremients are niot forth-

ciig ill Australia, it is likely tlic
mioney will lie available ini London.
subject to the approval of thle C'hancellor
of the Excejuer. I adlnit thiat we Wvilk
have to redie 0111 cxjondwit tire. I
do ilot consider that an exe-e-etive ex-
penditure oil poili works hats been
provided oii tlie K inmatesA aliniit whichf
:r laxve been s~ilihg, vii wt, tLike intoi
Cloil siderat ion thle tirelien 'N rs Stat cw 0
are called urioi to dlevelop alid tho
Work wfinchi is e'-sentiah, ill vinw of tlie
jprogtress being il i a atihi Iv ii tiL

agricutlt ural a reas, If we are going to
glel our produts lo )tinikel we anuLIS:
provide railway, s. teedier roados, andI
Inllir~ facilities to enable11 the pecydle to
ina rket thli iii'rod ii cc and It b rinug iii
tile best possible relririi to those wvhio
are prodiimw Withiin the borders of out,

[Thec Speaker rt'sumiii icdt Chair])

Trorc s relported.

Miessagye.
Message fnan1 tile OIoveiiior recivedl

arid read recpiinlendirlg tie Hilt.

Firs t Reading.

1iltrwodlreed by t ile Premier. and reald
n fir-sr iiiie.

Sect iid fReadinlg.

The PR'll11 (-MliMiir. J. ScaZd!an-
Brown Hill-Ivanhloe) 1-11.91 iil ImoviiPC
the second readintr, said: In intro'liicintc
this Bill [Inma exlplait that rile faf-t that
wve are askinig for authority to rais:e an
additional 0.30i0.000 is act to he taken
as meanilg th1at we hiave no loan
anthoritv available at the present ftme.
As a matter of fact the Governmeat had

1751



1752 [ASSEMtBLY]

onl the 301 h June last a balance under tilie
jprevious Loan Act of £2,230,376 avail-
able for f1lation. But ag-ainst this
SUMl 91,21i,669J was earmarked to the
balance of the (omoinwealhi loan, less
£202,600 of Treasury bills beingo paid
off; which leaves the Government with
£1,361,000 available for further raising
uinder atithorised legislation. 'Itle neces-
sib' for the Bill is, I lierefore, With a1
fewv exceptions, inore a matter of detail
than of general finance. It would also
be possible to ask for further reappro-
prialions Itan those indicated, but suich
a course mnight lead to difficuilties~ here-
after, and therefore file schedule it
realppropriatioits is iiiost lY contined to
balances of unrequired itemjs withbin Ihle
main headings iof exist ing Aefs, thbus not
affectijag any general principle as, betweenl
the boindhlolders and lie Stale. I may
al1so expilain t hat t his Loan Bill. in
accordance with i le usual cusloni, liro
v'ides for tine estimated icqitireinents to)
March of 1.917, while Ihle Loan Estimaties
only providle for the estimiated expenili-
fire to June olf 1916; that is to say, thle
Loan Bill covers a periodI extending
nine mionthis be 'yond thle expiration of
the current financial rear. Onl reference
to thle returns whichl have been sulb-
mitted, hon. members will -ee that I here
aire practically, no niew% itemis providled.
and that the chief object of tlie Loan
Bill is In obtain ext elsioll of -nuthoritv
previously, granted. so -is to allow of tile
comnpletion of works authiorised byv
previous Luau Acts. As lion. ineibers

ar wre. a Loan Bill mnercy gives
power in raise funds for the specific puml-
poses set ouit inl ile schedule to f ile Bill -
and the [4onn Ext ialc4 onl thle othe'r
hand give power too spend the uionrv,
when raisedl froii timle too lilhe. It
may lie that we have old aiiied a t hority
beyond int is- neces sary:- and where
we raise mi- tinder authority unrant ad
and it is lnot expended. filie nionley is
re-Iipproprialed. I may state that thle

gospublic debt of 11e State at tile
:30th June Inst was £27.022,622. A eoin-
parison of the pubhlic debt with the
previous 'year's figu pres discloses that at
the end of the financial year 1913-14

the total wats E34,420181 as against
X37,022. 622 at( lie close of 19J14-15,
while the sinking fund for Itie samne
period stood at L:1,692.103 and £4,0t68,888
respectively; so Ithat the net debt on
the 30tth June, 1914, was £:30,72S,0T,1
anad oii File :3o1hI June. 1915, 922,95Jt,734.,
Trhe pu ibl ic debt tileecCore increased]
duiriing thle year to t he extent of
£C2,225,656, and the sinking fund. by
£070,7855. ])uring, the paist financial year
loc-al stock for £.HS,S40 fel due. n of
this stin .C78,1855 tias been reneweil tor
a furfit ier teieod (, thle diffecren ce hiilv ili g
been found front the sinkzing- fund. Tile
net puithl debt pet' hiesuit o the popuLti
lion at tie close of the linanciat year was
£101 12S. 10d... bilt or' this ,lint 11. 16s.
3d. per head is represented by £2,675,611.
raised for thle Aguiculttiral Bank, £:602,110
for assistance to settlers, and £533,876
for workers' homnes. T[is port ion of tfie
pubilicw dieit is setfii'ed for repaym ixent
froni advances to the respective ill-
dividuals . aiid t heret'oie should b.e viewed
ill a utflerent catfegory froml money ex-
tuended Mi thle usual chnnmels. It means.
tHuls, a rcdiieti of tile debt per tend of
poutihatimui to I lie extent of ell 16s. Id.
Alhthugh tile people as a whole are
resp~onsibleC for repaymeiit of this mioney,
vet it does iiot represent tntional indebt-
ettius in the sa-nie sense as does other
extpenditure. As I haive already ex-
hiilled, the Loan Bill nierely provides
nut iorisat ion for works ili hnd and for
wvorks which will have to lie taken iii
liaind before Mfarch of 1917. I move-

That! the Bill he now read o second
linle.

On inot ion by lon. Frank Wilson
debate adjolurncd.

JfOTONI - J.1 I[.,EAN r l TI [JOS-

SEL L. VIJCTORIA CROSS, CON-
OR1 A1 ULFAT [ON S.

The T 131:1W\IIER-Mtlto'i. J. Seaddan-
Brown 1-ill-Ivanhou') [11.16] Hon.
members: will have seen in thle newspapers
of Sat urdai'v, Sunday, a.nd] , csterda ,v r--
t-orts that Lieuteniant Thros-sell. of Nor-
I bou. has been awarded the Wet oria~ro&,
tor conspicuious braver ,y at Gallipoli' I
think it is dole from hon. members of this
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House to express their appreciation of
the gallantry displayed by Lieutenant
Throssell1 and so to miake a public recogni-
tiont of the fact that he is the first to
obtain that high distinction amiong those
who have loft Western Australia to take
part in the war. I therefore miove-

(1.) That this Hotme desires to express
its pleasure, on learning that Lieutenant
Hugo Victor Rope Throssell hoe been
riwarded the high di.5tinction of the
Victoria Cross, anid at the some time
to Place on record its great appreciation
of Lieutenant ThImrossells merit and
gaullaTnr. (2.) 'fTat the lore goingq re-
solution be forwarded by the Hon. the
S5peaker to Lieutenot Th-rossell and
rthe Colonel o/ his reginin.

I do not propose to enter into the details
of Lieutenant Throsseil's particular act
of bravery. Hon, niembers will have
read the accounts in the newspapers. I
sin sure every ho i1. member will join in
this expression of appreciation, while at
the mirne timie recognising that titere are
many others who have done their utmost
for the Emlpire. The granting of the
Victoria Cross is evidence of the fact
that Lieutenant Throssell's gallantry
and conspieuouis bravery came under
notice. I am sure we are all proud of the
fact; that Lieutenant. ThrossLl has secured
a Victoria Cross for XWestern Australia.
I have iunch pleasure iii submitting the
m-otion.

Hon. FRANK IWILSON (Sussex)
(11 -1I8]: I have very much pleasure
in seconding the Premnierts motion. In
addition to what the hon. gentleman
has said, I Wish to say that it miust
be a matter of great, lpride to all of
us in W'estern Australia that the son
of such a well known gentleman
as the late Hon. George Throssell
has won this distinction OnL the battle-
field. It does not detract one iota from
Lieutenant Throssell's bravery and
gallantry, which have met with their due
reward, that perhaps moany others who
have served from Western Australia
have been equally brave but have not
had the good fortune to have their
conduat recorded. I wrish to say for all
th., Amisrr.~ian troops, amid especiallyT for
thmoiC froin Western Australia because

we are mnore in touch with themn than
with the soldiers froin the Eastern
States, that they- have left a record in
this war which wilt go down to posterity
through the ages--a record of which the
British nation as, a whole aro prouid to-
day, and of which genzeration after
generation of the British p.eople will be
proud as they read the history of rho Emi-
pire's strenuous time. I si glad the
Premier hias brought forward this motion,
because I think it is unique so far as
Wostern Australia is concerned that one
of her sonts should gaitn the high dis-
tinction of the Victoria Cross.

Hon. H. B. Lefro v : We won a Victoria
Cross in the Boer war.

The Premier : But this is thu first
Victoria Cross 6Li the presenit wvar.

Hon. PRAN K W ILSON : It all goes
to prove that the inen who go from Auts-
tralia are second to none, and that our
men maintain the repuLtationl Britishers
hare always borne through the ages for
bravery and gallantry in war. I trust
that Lieutenant Throssell. will soon have
fully recovered fronm the wounds he has
received, and that lie will live long to
enjoy the honour and the distinction
whiich have been conferred upon 1im.

Mr. JAMES C A lINE R (Trwin)
t~ 11 -201j - In the absencie of the- leader
and the deputy leade-r of the Country
party. I would like to supp~ort in every
possible way the Mulo by LIds House Of
the recognitionl of tOe bravery of Lieu-
tenant Titrossell. Just as we sit here
our ininds and our bearts go back to the
father of tha~t hoy, who for mauny years
played an important part in the Legisla-
tive acts of this State. Ho used to be
called the "Lion of Northarn," and if
the sp~irit- of the fathecr were hovering
over this House to-night lie would be
glad to hear us say that the lion of Nor-
than- had cubs, and that onea of his cubs
had brought honiour to this State and to
the race fromn whiCh hoe sprang, as well
as to the father and mother who bore
him.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (NYorthant)
[11- 22]): I ant indeed glad that theo Pre..

mnier has mentioned the matter of Lieut-
tenant Throsseli's bravery to the Legis.
lative, Assembly. Coming from the birth-.
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place of Lieutenant Throssell, itlis only
fitting that I should say a few words.
The last speaker referred to the father
of Lieutenant Throssell, and I can bear
out all he said. The late Mr. George
Throssell wvas for mnany years a nviraber
of this Chamiber, and hie was also Premier
of tito State for a time, and mly reaLret
is that lie is not in this world to join
us in receiving with great satisfaction
the news that his brave son has been
hionoured by the King. Lieutenant
Throsseli is now recovering from his
wounds, and I hope when. lie is well
again he will furthier distinguish himself.
ProbablyN the greatest honiour which can
comle to a mian in is. lifetimne is the
hionour which has been conferred on
Lieutenant Throssell. The war is not
going to end for a long time, and enlist-
mient should be stimutlated not only by
the braveryv of Lieutenant Throssell, but
by the recognition of that bravery by
His Majesty rte King.

Question put and passed.

Housye udjourned at 11-25 p.m.

lcoisvlativc Coun1cil,
Wednesday, .20th October, 1915.

Niter y),esciitcd...............1754
Bills: Industries Assistaliee Act Aiinondrneot,

Corn............ ............... 1754
Hf~nluh Act Amnenliieut, C... 17515
Venomn Boards Act 4rndweut, Cr..1763

select. Committee: 1tetireueit of C. P. Gakle, to
adolpi report . . 17V3

The P'RESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTIED.
By- the Colonial Sec-retaryv Annual re-

port of Perth Puiblic H-lspital for the
year ended .30th June, 19114.

BilIl-LNDUSTRLES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

III Commitee.

Resalned fromt the previous day; Hon.
W. &inigsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Seeretary' in ch,[arge of the Bill.

W~on. . 1. Callen had moved-Tht
he following be inserted to stand am at
new clause :--" Any settler or other per-
son, who has given to the hoard a niort-
gag1e or bill of saile under this Act, shall,
ail any litnei. onl tendlering Io the board.
thie full amolunt of balance dule, with in-
lerest and costs, receive from the board
a tull discharge of such mortgage or bill
of sale."]

Honl. .1. F1. CUG1LEN: I askt leave to
withdraw the proposed new clause in
fav-onr of the amendment placed on the
Notice P~aper- by tlie Colonial Secretary.
I submitted the proposed new clause onl
a3 report w]Pcl) reached nic that the board
had informed curtain borrowers that they
could not pay off their liabilities, and I
wis;hed to remove all dloubts. At the samne
rimte, I had no desire to open a door
whereby anY borrower could leave tire
boaid in the awkward position of being
supposed to saifegulard other iuterests andt
yet not do it. I had intended to move
an addition to tire proposed new clause--
"~provided the board may in its discre-
tion first distribute any surplus moneys
in its hands on accouint of thie said sel-
tier." However ",1 have reliable advice
that any' borrower, onl tendering the full
amount, can claim iris dischiarge the
board diStrib)uting any suirplus in their
hands err his account to iris other credi-
tors. I understand the Colonial Secre-
tarv's amendment is intended to make
that perfectly clear.

Proposed new clausze by leave with-
d raw n.

-Bill reported tivith ninendroents.

Rfecommittal,

On mnotion by the Colonial Secretary.
Pill recommitted for the further -onl-
vi'lcration of Clause 5.

Clause 5-Amiendment of Seetion 21:
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